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W dove ſeuerall diſcourſes alſs are three eſpecial vertnes neceſſary 10 
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Whereina Chriſtall Myrror of femi- * 
nine perfection repreſents to the Vie ve of euer one 


thoſe vertues and graces, which more oy beautifies 
the mynd of women, then r tell, or Jewels of 
ineſtimable valew: the one buying fame wi ur, theo- 
ther breeding a kynd of delight bur with repentance. 


ene euery vertuous woman, pit hei diſcuſſed:name- 4 
9 Obedience, Chattitie,and Sylence: Interlaced with = 
übres ſenerall and Comical Hittories, 


ander London T.C. walk 
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Toi the R. ht. ons: 


rable and vertuous his ve ry good La- 


die and M iftrelſe, the 12472 Margaret 
Counteſſe of Cumberland: and to the nolefſe © 
_ Honourable and virtuous the Ladie Anne 
Counteſſe of Warwicke: Robert 
Brent wiſheth enereaſe 8 
09 Feuern Vertu. 
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3 A IF 0 | Ocrates ( Righ H ak ) 
a by 1 the Athens 


er forced 


eh ſendpreſen 


\ Ml fered not vp Fe), 
50 ſaperfluitie of pealth,but the 


e 
err * megiſtus,yeelding thier rea aſon, 

hs poll Was not poore but Tſe. eAchilles beau- 
riſied the r emple of Pallas with Speares and H el. 
ets, in that the Goddeſſe vas patraneſſe of Soul- 
Alters, Dyanas. preſent Was A Bew. Aud H by chance 
ling ſo precious a monument as the YVeb of Pe- 

| nelope, i he only trophee of ber chaſtitie,was perſ a- 
ded to leſto we it vpon your Honors , as pon t wo 


Lader 5 N vertues deſerues among the beſt the 
r 42 patro= 


" f N / | ys . , N 
7 — . 9 py N 2 \ 5 - * Ss 4 
ll ad” / , N p : -<. . — 7 non i 4 
l ” t * 2 — 1 > C : Pak... * wy — w * - 9 „ es. * 
5 7 o 4 * . : .” * N — * 5 
ba 0 - : 4 % 16 5 * 
: l 
" | . 
* 
„ - 


Patrons reof ſuch a famous antiquitie.For if trueth 
be the daughter of tyme, and tyme the Heralt that 
bet imblaʒ ant affettions : the report that the Gre- 
tian, . of the Princeſſ of Ithaca , may ſeeme 
but a fiftion compared with the fame of your Ladi- 
ſhips Vertuous reſolutions : * Which are ſuch and [0 
rare, 4s your-uery enemies ¶ if you haut amy) are 
Forced maugre their teeth to bee true diſcouerers of 


your vertues. Homer penned his Odiſſea _— 
ding the fe of Vhiſies becauſe of Was Wife. ret 

(mays leaſe your Ladsſhips ] haue attempte 

that as diners obo the Powe ork a Limit, 

his wiſedome* nd poke well of his pollicie : 72 45 
by glancing this toy may take a preſident ohr 
chai; itie, a gine thankes to your Honotrs, who 

chaſt and vertuous life brought this works ro gh f. 
But ſome may obieli that Ho omers pen deawd forth 
ſuch ſugredeloquence, » As beſeemed the difcourſe of 
Duiſſer traugiles + Whereas my harſh ſtyle and ne 
thode makes the VPthrhat of it ſelſe vas ar oft ar 
the Seres wooll be asrough ar Goates hayre. I con- 
feſſe my fault, and therfore by cuitome clayme par- 
done of courſe: yet thus farre dare Fanſwere for my 
| fel that although! Demoithenes had a Plaudite for 
e u bis 


Dedicatorie. .J 
by Oration becauſe it was curious: yet Nemins pot 
the ſentence for the trueth of his playne tale. Pene- 
lope her ſelfe was more chaſt then eloquent. Uirgilt 
War ſcene to haue Ennius in his hand. The Romain 
Ladies ſpurned at the ſweete verſes of Ouid,when 
they read oner the Satyrs of Jauenall.eAnd 1 bope 
your Lgdiſhips wil vouchſafe of wo rf PV, bat 
eee eee ft wronghe 
it , though the Cloat workers arte Hus giutn it | 
bad a gloſſe . Damydas cauſed his Parrat to pearks 
vnder 4 Dragon of braſfe to defini it fri the Vul- 
tures tyranmy:and1 ſprowde t this ſample works vn- 
der your Honors that ch.\enuious, whoſe 
tungs cut like Swords,may like the Sz erpent feare to 

offend that hearb,whereon the beames of the Sunne 
doth reſt. Thus hoping your Ladiſbipr will for Pene+ 
lopes fake vouchſafe of ſuch a homely preſent, . 

though otherwiſe vn vort hy the patronage 
of fuch Honorable perſonages,1 com- 
mit yr honors to the . 


Tour Ladiſhivs inall duetifull ſernics 
co commaund, Robert Greene, 
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THE GENTLE- 


MEN READERS HEALTH. 


entle men) haueTrelyed.y on 
your court int thee hy Nah. 
ble, that ſtill I aduenture to preſent what 


oY | Iwrite to your iudgementes , hoping as 
DB). wy intent is to pleaſe all, if it might bee 


: : 
N 
e 4 


0 


ne. as 
th anch paſſe our 


lies, thinking all is well. till proofe telles me the contrarie: I 
was determined at the firſt to haue made no appeale to your 
fauorable opinions, for that the matter is womens prattle, 
about the vntwiſting of penelopes Web. - But conſiderin 

that Mars wil ſometime bee prying into Venus papers, an 

gentlemen deſirous to heare che parle of Ladies, I thought 
rather to write a lyne to much, and ſo be counted forward, 
then by leauing out one title, incurre your diſpleaſures, and 
ſo be iudged froward : but whatſoeuer I haue done or writ- 
ten, I onely deſire for my paynes your fauorable acceptance, 
and ſo wiſh to you, as to my ſelfe, to liue fortunate, and dye 


happy. 
Tours to v/ſe,Robert Greene. 


To the Courteous and Courtly 
Ladies of England. 


> Frer that(Gentlewonien) I had f- 


TA Wenn ried this Work of Penelopes VVeb 
land Was Willed to commit it to the 
AY Preſſe, I ſelto parlie with my ſelſe 
becher 7 ſhould [tay it as Appeles 
fide Denus picture, balfe Vnſiniſbed in the Prin- 
ters fourmes:or thruſt it out ac Myſon did a ragged 
table beſcratcht With, a Penſel. 475 elles Was fro- 
ward,and Myſon too for hard, botir faultie, and e- 
uery man hath his folly. It may be ſome will thinks 
me of «Antifthenes faction, that layed platfourmes 
of euery mans life, & yet the Philoſopher vas more 
Wiſe in his precepts then wary of his o vne gouerne- 
ment. and count me very aconomycall that ſeeke to 
ſet downe the duetie of a wife, and to deliuer princi- 
ples to ſuch a purpoſe. If 1 haue mtermedled to farre 
it 15(Gentlewomen) in aiſcouering the vertues of 
Jour ſex , not in cenſuring ſeuerely of your actions. 
for Fpreſent but the wiewe of rhoſe Vertues that 
naturally are, or inciaently ought to bee as well m 
virgins that ſacrifice to to Veila, as in Wines that 
makg 
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grudge.as my dying , f fraiget for refuge foe ts 
Jon good words, which 7 count as @ ſufficient de. 
ſenſory againſt [ach as loue to backbyte . Commit- 
ging therfore my Books to your patronage ſeaſt the 
gates being to l gpe for the Cittee; the Moun- 
© #ayue ſhould ſeeme to f well and bring forth 
A4 Mouſe, F wiſh you al ſuch hape 
ſſucceſſe as gon can deſog 


K. and imagine. 


Nobert Greene: 


pI and 5 Ones 
| Penclope Web. 


Gps 7 1as the ſtarely Citie of Troy was ſackt 

Abr the Grecians, and all the pzincely bzode, 
| of Pryamus either vtterly extinguiſhed by $ 
\ \ 255 {wo2d,02 fatally exiled the place of their na« 
bs tiue reſidence: Vliſſes the Pzince of Ithaca 
uo ba remapned ten peeres at the ſiege, 

Wwe reſolued to leauethe confines of Aſia and to 


che gouernment of his — 41 —— — 
ly to ſee che miſtreſſe o his thoughts Penelope, frũ whom 
theſe bꝛoyles had ſo long krowardly detayned him: thinking as 
ie was che part of a kriend to actompanie Menelaus in reuenge, 
fo it was che durtie of a huſband by ſmalt delay to bewzay his 
affecidn: that it was che office of a Pꝛinte as yell to ſtudie with 
Pallas, as tocrye Alarum with Mars: that as Meat honoz did de⸗ 
depend in the as in the Swozd.,that che greene Lawrel 
in the Senate houle was as pleaſing an obiect to the eye, as glit. 
tering armour in the ſield: Conſtderation, the ꝑeuenter ol had Y 
wilt, tyed him ſo to the perfozming of theſe fozenamed pꝛemil⸗ 
ſev, that cauling his weather beaten ſhippes to be warped out of 
the Hauen aſſwne as they were made theight, and trim⸗ 
med, able to bʒoke winds and weather, he hoyſed laile and thꝛuſt 
into the mayne, conuerting his courſe toward Ithaca: but Foʒ⸗ 
tune the enemie to pꝛoſperous reſolutions , willing to bewzay 
her ſelfe.hauing commiſſion from angry Neptune to ſhewe her 
inconſtancie, kept him ſtill from the end of his deſires ; Jmeane 
Penelope: whoremapning ſtill in the Court of Ithaca, fo that 
Natute had made her beautifull by a ſuperficiall glozie of well 
pꝛopoꝛtioned lineaments, and vertue had made her wiſe by ay⸗ 
ming after fame with well ozdered actions:theſe two perfections 
the ſpectall friends to fancie , armed with the long abſence of V- 
liſſes and with many rumoꝛs of his death, bꝛought al the Peres 
1 Ithaca to become ſuitoꝛs to Penelope. = whom Loue had 


areſted 


welpe Web. 
atettrd top u ſubiecd: LP eee | 


whomthe Jdeaof Vliſſes pꝛinted in her thoughts, had reſofued 
to dye the wife of ſo god a Na A . t with 


the warrant of her chaſtitie ſought to appeaſe —31 

me re -" Bixthe Rien nen vhotbelay"aip tyme dar 
breeding « reffleſſe Gtunitte in her wot P 

ans ebene pliers ren x 


anſwer,that when herwozke e would maße 
————— The Noble men 


who knew that as the wozkwas not great the vated ey mec 
not be long, themſelites with 


what eaſed the of Penelope t 
deration with her ſelfe that = 


. — 

— began to nodde and her Pupdes to poke fs wakened 
them out of their dꝛeames with this merrie chat. J can hut ſinike 
(Nurſe) to ſee how tyme maketh a diſtinction ok ages by alfer⸗ 

tions, and the diſpolition of the ſences followes truely the tem 
perature and coultitution of their bodies, as a particuler inffance 
makes manifelt:fo2 the tyme ofthe night ( growing to reſt) ſum⸗ 
mont both you and my Paydes to fleepe 3 pet though the * 


_ ofherinivnſtancie, finde my ſences ſo countermanded with dif: 


| (Payame)ingazing 


with the poſſeſſion af a Ringdome and þ tytle of a Queene,rich, 
beautifull, and 


Penelopes Web. 
is all one theeffecs are diuers: fo2 age whom nature hath ſtoꝛed 
wich imperkection and diſeaſe, and therefoze freed from the taxe 
ol diſquieted thaughta, teacheth the lences by the deſire ol flepe 
dom the number ol pour peeres are dated vnto death: that with 
Antiſthenes wee map ſap how the bed reſemblech the graue, 
and 5ᷣ cloſing of the ſentes the diſfaluing of life: my Papds whõ 
vouth perſwades vnto reſt, and want of care, moues that the 
blacke Ore neuer ttoade on their feete, onely cares how toferue 
tyme:foz that ns other care hath pet bitten them by the heele, and 
ſo reſoluing their mynds in quiet by ſuch content, ſeekes co plea» 
ſure the ſences by ſwerte ſlumbers: but I pee ſoule whom foꝛ⸗ 
tune hath ſec as a ſubiect wherton to woꝛke the variable poynts 


quires thoughts as deſire of content dzawes mit into a labes 
that was moſt familiar with her 


: of her Papves 
Ls, made this p2etie arid pithie teply: I remembet (Madame) 


that Pb counterfaice ofyongh,figureth 
— — 3 — 


in watchin 
&:which when Yconſider hom Nodigell your honour is inthis 
poput, I tannot but( as euer Ihaue done) meruaile at your wil: 
dome and vertue, ſa nom to wonder at pour lone and conſtancie: 
—— my — — is ſeated in a Thꝛone 
of Paieſtie, add}tied with a Dcepter and a Dyadem, honoꝛed 


poung,the very aduocates 22 and leo 


«4 #7 
94 


Fe: 


Penelopes Weh. 
chat the affection your Pighnelle beares tu Viſſes the lone ta 
. ——— in long abſence 

uallifies ch the ſweet deam of a 
modelk chalkitie: J muſt( Madame) mithant flacterie fap,thatin 
8 affection , the Gods in iuſtite muſt 


q | to-con u 
kng che night with ppattle, gell ber ner rar 

vownethe viners as of Loue ,/pet the Phiſition by reaving. 
— . ————— 


Penelopes Web. 
minant qualitie it doth infuſe into humaine mpnds:otherwhiles 
a Furie, as diſcouering the ſoꝛrowes, griefes, and diſquiets that 
p2oceeded from ſuch a furious humour, papnting Cupid blynd, 
as noting the ſelf conteipt in choyce, like a little boye, as figuring 
finall — not leueled by the pꝛopoztion of reaſon, win⸗ 
| pr s abſolutely pourtaying inconſtant and fickle paſſions of 

whole thoughts are variable, whoſe ioyes aremomens- 
carie, like tothe ſhadowes which uno pꝛeſented to the Giants, 
bzinging foꝛth like the Ceader trees fapze leaues but no fruites, 
aid as the Date hauing ſoft ryndes, but within ſtones as hard 
as fteele:This lotie(Padame) meſented bp Venus as an inuea- 
gle obiect;no {wnex entreth the eye but he pearteth the heart, not 
accompanied with vertue to perſwade, but armed with the out⸗ 
Nara hem of beautie to conſtrapne, which what effect ſo euer en⸗ 
ſueth, waxeth ar iaft ſoꝛoe and repentance; Such was the lone 
of Dydo to Ancas, that ſeeing the curious fozme ofthe diſſem: 
dling ſtranger, though t oner haſtie affection did both rupnate 
-herſeife and Ariadna by editing the fweete 
talen vf Thefeus;Medea of Taſon, Phillis of Demophon, and 
tnfiniteother, which entring into this vaſſion runs headlong af- 


ter eudleſſe repentance. 
This lone is ike the Baaran Leafe which lane pleaſeth, but 
2 ———— this loue is chat which ouerruling 
pong heavs, ſotteth the ſences, dulleth the wittes, hindereth qui: 
er, any maketh a paſſionate confuſion in che mynd of man called 
by the ticle ol toue, whichindeeve.ts mere luſt and vanitie:wher- 
as true anvperfectlone hath his foundation vppou vercue onelp, 
apming at the inward perfection ofthe mind, not at the outward 
ofthe bovy; which vecreaſech not but increaſeth with 
| with ſuch ſtrickt leages of amitie, that it 
gane all laboura pleaſure , to ſhewe endleſſe deſire by ef: 
is Pavimrto inferre your ſelf fe2 an inftance,who not poſ⸗ 
CT ae Rees arte 10h ram ie to come from Venus, 
baut tha ſettled fancie which wie ort lure p2oceedes from vertue, 
atthough che Pꝛinte Vliſſes hath tenne yeeres bene ablent at the 
ſieegeaf Troy, and report in this 29 becker, 
5 3 


Penelopes VVeb. 
vntertaine tales ofhis i the ſtately Pallace of pe- 
nelope hath ſwarmed with Þ Lozds of Ithaca, thinking bp.ſun* 
dꝛp aſſaultes to make ſhipwꝛacke of loue: yethath affection, ar⸗ 
med with vertue, ſo grounded the mpnd from watering fo much 
as tn thought, that neither reſpecting their youth, beautie, no ri⸗ 
ches, your highnes ſpareth no paynes, as pzofe 
ſtill to remapne the tonſtant wife of Vliſſes: Such was the loue 
of Lucrece , that Tarquine in the abſence of hir Huſband kound 
her ſelfenot le, thereby to intertaine pleaſure, but ſitting a. 
mangſt hir maids bꝛeaking of woll, by ſuch huſwiferp.toauopde 
the alurements of vanitie:ſuch was the lone of the Romane Ma- 
crina, that in the ſpate hir Houſeband Lentulus remained at the 
warres, ſhe neuer was found from the Whelle, bothcheſefame 
hath chꝛonicled withhonour,+ Jamſure — 41a 14 


your chaſtitie, being once ſpꝛed abzoave;the 
„ ras 


ready by his pen to make eee ng 
— of their bablinF}poets. C pee 
nodding had g . 


king her flea at the pꝛayſes — NE INI 
theſe woꝛdes: Dangheer' —— d experience hath 
taught thee theſe pzincip not be inquilitiue, but 
——— cen 605 ee, ara — 
at is not pearteth the eye, but which plealeth 
mind, not that is founded vp the ſuperficial ſight ol beautie, but 
vpõ the touchſtone of deligbt, which is vertue,fuch was the loue 
of Porcia to Brutus, who choſe him not becauſe he was faire, but 
fo: that he was wile, 2 ————— > 
but by the inward ſubſtance, not ſetting downe the pꝛopertie of 
of affection as ——— — gy vert re 
their Houſebands as beautifull as Adonis, as pꝛomde as Nar- 
ciſſus, as fine as Clæto, as neate as may be, oz els his Penny 
gets no Paternoſter: whereas true loue inquireth il the man be 
vertuous, as Sulpitia did of Lentulus, i he be valiant, as An- 
dromache did of Hector, if he bee wiſe, as Hipperchia did of 
Crates the Philoſopher; not if he be beautifull , ag 3 


Penelopes Web. 
ok Paris, i he be well pꝛeopoxtioned, as Phedra did of Hippoli- 
tus, i he be rich, as Iphicla did of Cinnatus, foꝛ þ one is immoꝛ- 
tall, builded vpon vertue, the other momentarie, ſtayed vpon the 
gods of nature and foztune, Ehertoꝛe Pittachus one ofthe ſea⸗ 
uen ſages, conſidering þ in perfec loue there ought to be a ſpm- 
pathie of alfections, ſetteth vowne thꝛee kinds of mariages. The 
firft of loue, the ſecond ol labour, che third of griefe. As touching 
the rt, Themiſtocles tearmes it a charitable coniunction, vnt⸗ 
tie and ſocietie of them that are good, when the parties ſeeke not 
by a voluptuous deſire to aime at pleaſure, but bp a vertnous in- 
tent to eniop the beneſite of mutuall amitie: the mariage of la⸗ 
bour is that which the Comicall Poet Plautus auoucheth to 
from the fingers, not krom the eares,by this allegoꝛie, as 
oſe, meaning that women like not by the repoꝛt they heare 
al his vertue, but by the delite they take in feeling his treaſures, 


. 
hated ; fo when! 
harpe ſentence, like not hir that p2eferreth wealth befoze ver⸗ 
tue: the ſecond ſpecies ot this Genus, is where bodely beau⸗ 
tie and outward graces is anely regarded, where the linaments 
ofthe fate, not the literature of the mind bearech palme, this mo⸗ 
mentarie affection tyeth the banes of mariage with the blades of 
aLecke,and being plumed with times feathers falleth with ene: 
ry dewe, foꝛ the leaſt wyincle,the (maleſt mole, the littleſt ſcarre, 
peathe winters froſt oꝛ ſommers ſunne doth vtterly ſubuert and 
ruinate the deepeſt impꝛeſſion that beautie can inſert vpon fan. 
tie, ſo that the tearme of ſuch loue, ik it ſcape theſe fozenamed has 
zards, is pet dated but till age doth appꝛoch, whereunto well al⸗ 
ſenteth the Poet. ; | 
Forms bonum fragile eſt, quantumque accedit ad annos, 

Fit minor & ſpacio carpitur ipſa. ſus. 

Che third degre ofthe mariage ok Labour, is when the par- 
ties are Hetherogenei : diſſonant in manneis, nature and age, 
where dilparitie of peeres hath ſet ſuch a difference, as neither 
Bok. time 


reconcile; ther | 
crepiraſen — Gene $Cronch. 
will nom with the babe returne to the Cradle; chat Kwping to 
the graue by burden of onermanpperes, — — 
Datrilite to Venus fox a young huſ band: be tal 
ted a mariage of Labour , — — 
in match are continually troubled with a ſptrit of diſſention : fox 
as the fower Elements are vifferent in their pꝛoperties, ſo are 
theſe dilagreeing in their maners:the earth and ape are not pla-«' 
ted well in one ballance: the fire and waterbzwkes not the ſelle 
ſame limites: age and youth may coniopne in lawe but not in 
———— 
as; and defires Ne merge pa 
dyametro: | 
nionof Aiſtrle they be a6 t were immeviarcontrries: EL 
Dyonyſius the elder noted — 


ſriplng,coive geek wh ara bpolre he wes 


of Syracuſa, but not the lawes ofnatute, this Plato in 
his — orien agreeth tothe cenſure ol Dioniſius, affirming 
in ould Women is with the Euants bel | 

the Romane Lady Valeria well noted, 

wares how this ping in her tadntyy char her Buſhans died 7 to 
others, but lined to her fo2 euer. And herein tan J commend my 
god daughter Penelope, that ſich marriages of labour, 

— intend both to line and dye to Vliſſes. Nap god Nourſe 
quoth Penelope, lets heare your laſt diſfinction, I meane the 
mariage of greefe;tis Madame quoth ſhe, where the old 'pzouerb 
is fulfild, better one houſe troubled then two, J meane where a 
bad hul band is coupled with a bad wife , where the one ftriueth 
to onercome the other, not in vertuous actions, but in diſquiet 
and murmurings. J cannot thinke ( quoth Penelope) that there 
is any hul band ſo bad, which the honeſt gouernment ol his wife 
map not in time refourme, eſpecially if the keepe thoſe thꝛer ſpe- 
ciallpopnts that are requiſite in every woman, Obedience, Cha- 
Litie, and Silence, the ſuch graces Nurle, as a 


Penelopes Web. 

the moff graceleſſe huſband in the wozld:and becauſe my mayds 
are young, and may in tyme trye the foꝛtune ofmariage,we will 
this night diſcourſe of this poynt, to diſcouer the effects and effi- 
cacie of Dbedience:which(foz that J wil be firſt in this newe de⸗ 
uiſed diſputation) I will take in hand to diſcourſe of, that both 
we map beguyle the night with pꝛattle, and pꝛoſite our mpnds 
by ſome god and vertuous pꝛecepts. | 

The maides hearing their Lady in ſo gd a vaine were glad, 
and therefoze ſetting; their hands to the Web, and their eares to 
hir tale, Penelope began in this maner , Zenobia the wife of 
Radamyſius, Ring of Armenia, being demanded of a Lady in 
hir Court, how ſhe pꝛocured her huſband ſo derpely to loue her 
as he feared in any wiſe to offer her occaſion of diſpleaſure, an- 
ſwered,by fearing to diſpleaſe him, meaning that the chiefeſt 
point of wildome in a good wife is to make a conqueſt ot her 
huſ band by obedience, Ariſtides the true and perfect Juſticiarie 
ok his time, cauſed the poztraiture of a woman figured on her 
knees, to be taried befoze Þ Bypdes at their eſÞduſals, to ſigniſie 
that they meant now to obey & ſubmit, not to rule oꝛ command, 
fo: quoth he, ſuch fond and fantaſtick women as make thoyſe of 
effeminate Huſbands,thereby to challenge a ſouerapne ſuperio⸗ 
ritie ouer them. may rightlp bee compared to thoſe pꝛeſumptu⸗ 
ous foles that had rather be maſters of blind men, then ſeruants 
to the diſcrete and learned, which cauſed Plato in his Androgi- 
na to ſap that a wiſe woman ought to thinke her huſbands ma⸗ 
ners the lawes of her life, which if they be good,ſhe muſt take ag 
a fozme ok her actions, ił they bee bad, he muſt broke with pati⸗ 
ence: is reaſon is thus. As a loking glaſſe oz Chꝛiſtall though 
moſt curioulſly let in Ebonie, ſerueth to ſmall purpoſe if it doth 
not liuely repꝛeſent the pꝛopoꝛtion and lineaments of the face 
inſpicient, ſo a woman, though rich and beautiful, deſerueth ſmal 
pꝛayſe oꝛ fauour, if the courſe of her life be not directed after her 
huſbands compaſſe. And as p Pathematicall lines which Geo- 
metricians doe figure in their carrecters, haue no motid of them 
ſelues, but in the bodyes wherin they are placed, ſo ought a wife 
to haue no pꝛoper no; peculiar paſſion oz — 3 vnleſle — 
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mꝛd after the ſpecial diſpoſitis of herhuſband: Foz, to crale him 
with contraries,as tu frowne when he ſetleth him ſelfe comirth, 
02 amidſt his melancholieto ſhewe her ſelfe paſſing. merrie , dil⸗ 
couereth either a fond oꝛ froward will oppoſite to thathonozable 
bertue of Obedience. But ſapth Antiſthenes, ſome wines re- 
ſemble the nature of the ne, which the further ſhe is remo⸗ 
ued from the Spheare of the Sunne is themoze radftnt;and the 
nterer ſhe appzdacheth to his beames the maze eclipſed and ob- 
ſcured : ſo þ longer þ diſtance is betwene them x their huſbands 
the better chere, when in place they are euer ſozrowfull and pen⸗ 
ſite: which crabbed conſtitution is the well of endleſſe diſquier; 
wherof ſpzingetha peculiar and peſtilent enozmitie:foxthetrou- - 
bleſome conuerſation of a wife that ſpendeth the day in diſcoꝛde 
and the night in bzaules , were ſhe as chaſt as Hipſicratea, as 
wile as Sulpitia,as rich as Panthea, yet it darkeneth theſe foꝛe⸗ 
named vertues and makes her odious:wheras there is no grea⸗ 
ter perſwaſton to allay the chollericke humour and froward dil. 
poſition of men then Obedience :- fa2 ſayth Theocritus , a good 
wife ſhould vſe the cuſtome in herhouſe that the perſians did in 
the warres: fox when their enemies made anp inuaſion either by 
ſhirmiſh, Camixado oꝝ maine batteU,if they ruſht vpon þ pykes 
with any clamours, the Perſians teceiued them with ſilence, but 
ff they aſſaulted with furie they iopned fozces with lowde Ala 
tums: ſo ſhould a wiſe woman when ſhe ſees her Hul band in 
choller appeaſe him with pacience, and when he is quiet chen 
ſeeke to perſwade him with reaſons. Whereof Arioſto in a ſon⸗ 
net hath this ſenſure engliſhed thus. 

The ſweete content that quiets angrie thought: 

T — pleaſing ſound of howſhold harmonie: 

T he Phet, that alayes — furie wrought; 

The huſwifes meanes = make true — 

Is not with Simple, Harpe or worldly pelfe, 

But [moot 55 ſubmitting of ber ffs 

Iuno the Queene and mittreſſe of the Skye, 

When angry Ioue did threat her with a frowne, 


(ouſt Gampndef Nectar faſt to bye 


Penelopes VVeb. 
With pleaſing face to waſh ſach c holler downe: 
For angry Huſbands findes the ſooneſt eaſe, 
When 2 ſubmiſſion choller doth appeaſe. 
The Lawrell that impales the head with praiſẽ, 
The lemme that decks the breaft of Inorie: 
| T hepearle thats orient in her ſiluer raies: 
T he Crowne that honors Dames with dignitie: 
a Saphier,Gold,greene Bayes nor margarit, 
| 28445 n delight. 

. With theſe verſes J conclude, that there is no better thing 
p2aiſe wozthie in a woman then Obedience, which a Catalogue 
of infinite examples is able to make manifeft, Cornelia the wife 
of Gracchus falling at firſt in diſgrace with her Huſband, not 
foz that ſhe wanted vertue, but that the courſe ol his vnbꝛideled 
youth led him to a furious ſuperiozity ofthe young Lady, which 
ſhe countermanded with fuck ſubmittion lon and dutifull obedience, 
as ſhe reclapmed that by her owne gouernment, which the Se⸗ 
natoꝛs by chieats could notperfozme, Emilia he wife of Scipio 
the Affrican, although ſhe was of moze Honourable parentage 
then her huſband, being diſcended from the auncient and pꝛince⸗ 
I line ofthe Emilij, ſeeing how he had her in contempt and vya⸗ 
lating the Nuptiall bed fell in loue with her handmapd:yet con⸗ 
cealed the matter in moſt ſecret maner, © fulfilled in euery thing 
his commaund with ſuch obedience, that Scipio repenting his 
fozmerfollies, reconciled himſelf to her vntil his death:inſomuch 
that Emilia after her Huſbands funerall, to ſhewe the true plat⸗ 
fo2me ofloue and obedience, maryed the mapd to one of her free- 
men with a great dowz2ie. . But elpecially let the obedience of 
Octauia ſiſter to Auguſtus and wife to Anthonie be a ſufficient 
p2eſident foꝛ our purpoſe: who notwithſtanding the iniurie her 
Hul band offered. by p2eferring a Queene befoze her, neither ſo 
poung, fayze,no? vertuous, pet bare ſuch entyꝛe affection to An- 
thonie, that neither the intreatie of her bꝛother, the perſwaſions 
of her kindꝛed, no} the remembꝛante of the iniurie could extin⸗ 
guilh the leaſt ſparke of her loue. This vertuous Pꝛinteſſe hea⸗ 
ring that her Huſband-was to make 2 againſt the Parthi- 

| | 2 a * 
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ans, pꝛouiding Soldiours, money and Munition, toke her i02- 
ney as farre as Athens, where ſhe receiued letters from Antho- 
nie to returne backe to Rome, which the with great obedience 
perfourmed; ſending him al the foꝛenamed neceſſaries,although 
ſhe perfectly knewe that Cleopatra was with him in the field; 
But when the warres betwixt him and Auguſtus were ended, 
he ſent ſtraight to commanunde Octauia that ſhe ſhould depart 
from his houſe, which ſhe did ſo obediently, that Rome after her 
death would haue erected an Image inher.pzaiſe , but that Au- 
guſtus would not ſuffer it, keeping Anthonies childzen that he 
had by his firſt wife, with ſuch care and diligence, as it did well 
note to the wozld her lone and obedience. To confirme which 
moze at large, J will rehearſe a pleaſant Piſtoꝛie. 
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ll yne the Souldanof Egipt, who by bis pꝛo⸗ 
ae wvelle had made a general conqueſt of the South⸗ 


e att part of Þ wozld, toke to wife Barmenida the 
ke onely daughter andheire ofthe great Chan, who 
SPRES mmongitt ſondꝛy ſuitoꝛs not inferiour to him in pa⸗ 
rentage and pzogenie, yet made ſuch a carefull choyce of this 
pong ÆEgiptian Pꝛinte, not fo2 his beauty (fo that Nature had 
denped him that fauour) but foz his vertue (ſith he was wiſe and 
valiant) that impꝛinting the perfection of his mynd with a derpe 
inſight into the deepeſt place of her heart, and ſealing the knot of 
fancie with þ ſignet of mariage,ſheneuer ſa, much as in thought 
croſt him with any diſcourteſie: yet fo2 that men are the ſubiecs 
of Foztune and therfoze variable, and the true diſciples oftyme, 
and therefoꝛe momentarie, he began to loathe that in the fruite 
which he loued inthe bud and to ſpurne at that in the ſadle which 
he ſecretly vſed in the cradle, repaying the faith of Barmeniſſa, 
not with flatterie to inueagle her, but with foule language the 
better tomanifeſt his hate: which although Nature fozbad her 
to bzoke, yet obedience the Heralt p beſt imblazeth loue, _ 
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her that againſt ſuch ſoꝛrowe there was no better ſalue then pa- 
tience : that reuenge in a woman was not to bee executed by the 
hand, but by the heart, and yet not with rigour but with clemen⸗ 
tie, perliſting in this opinion, Olynda the Concubine which Sa- 
ladyne fo greatly loued ſent a Letter to this effect, 


, Olynaa to Saladyne health. 


F the inward affects of the mpnd bee manifeſted by outward 
F effects, oz the bꝛowe the baſhfull bew2aper of ſecretes, and yet 
che true diſtoueter of thoughts, may be credited, the Empe⸗ 
tour of Ægipt in his loues reſembleth the Pyne tree, whoſe 
leaues remaine in one colour but one day: Mell might the cen- 
ſures of wiſe Clarkes haue bin caueats ot my likely miſfoꝛtune: 
foꝛ they ſay Pꝛinces affections as they are gloziaus ſo they are 
biittle : that the fauour ol Rings hangs in their eye lids readie 
with euery wincke to be wyped out: that as they are full ol Ma⸗ 
leſtie and aboue law, ſo they are full of in cie becauſe with⸗ 
out lawe: this which other ſpoke by pꝛoke now J alledge by er: 
perience: fo2 your Highneſle abꝛidgeth me of my wonted allo⸗ 
wance, not onely in expente but in lokes, ſo that J account that 
day happie when Saladyne but glanceth at Olinda. The miſtris 
bk mp miſhap is thy iniurious wife Barmeniſſa, to whõ J wiſh 
thy ilfoꝛtunes and my miſeries: ſhe with a fayned obedience ſee⸗ 
keth to inueagle the with a conceipt of her loue , who if ſhe did 
loue, could not content, fo2 ſhe wants the eye pleaſure, beautie: 
thou tickled with an inconſtant humour doeſt liſten to the melo⸗ 
die of the old Sy2en, whoſe necke ſhadowed with wꝛinckles af- 
feꝛds but bad harmonie: Reepe not(Saladyne)fire and water in 
one hand: in running with the Hare holde not with the Hound: 
bearenot bath a Swoꝛd and an Olpue, Paris gaue ſentence but 
on Venus part, affection bzoketh no diuiſion: therefoze if thou 
loue Olynda,hate Barmeniſſa: followe the example of Antho- 
nie, who after his choyte ot thy Countrywoman neuer fanoured 
Octauĩa: tis beautie that merites a Crowne, and as well would 
the Diadem of Xgipt beſeme thy Lemons = as thy _ 

3 the 
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the willes ol Pꝛintes are lawes, their lokes death,theircenſures 
are peremptq; ie: Xgipzaffw2deth confections and poyſons,why 
thenſhould 5 liue to diſquiet thee, to enuie mie, and to 
flaunder vs both: if not with her tongue, yet with the papnted 
ſhewe ol her vertues , This pexfourme without delay, oz exeuſe 
if thou wilt bee counted the friend of Olynda . J want money, 


ſend me ſixe thouſand n counſazle be greatmy 
expences are ſmall;And farewell, Olynda. 


Tie Ring having recened this Letter andeſponghlp ves 
| the cher por ls bp ins pocket oufia 


3 thought not by 
renenge to make requitall of ſuch treacherie, but by a bountiful 
courteſte to ſhewe her enemies how little ſhe eſteemed of their 
p2actizes:She therefoze pꝛeſently pzouiding ſo many Aſpers as 
Olyndaſentfo2 , conueped them to her bp a ſpedie meſſenger, 
charging him vpon his life not onely to deliner them, but to lay 
that they came fromthe Souldan, leaſi(as women oftpmes, e⸗ 
ſpecially ot her function, are peruerſe) frowardneſſe ſhould moze 
p2euaple then neceſſitie , The meſſenger obeying the Pꝛinteſſe 
commaund, went in great haſte and perfourmed his charge: but 
as he returned, the Souldan who was going thether, encounte⸗ 
red him, and demaunding the cauſe of his tourney : the poꝛe fel 
lowe fearefull to be tript in a lye, tolde the Ring from poynt to 
poynt the effect ok his meſlage: firſt how the Queene had found 
# read the Letter: thThow ſhe ſent him with the money,# gaue 
in tharge he hould ſap the Aſpers were ſent krõ the Souldan, 
Saladyne hearing this, let the meſſenger goe and went foꝛwarn 
on his way, where diſcourſing the mager of the Qutenes re: 
uenge to Olinda, it made her not onely, aſhamed of her intent = 
be > | ut 
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but alſo deſperat to go foxward in her perfwaſibs: ſo thut beko 
his departure, the Souldan was fully refofued to depoſe the 
Qaene from all regall and pꝛincely dignitie, and to inueſt her 
with the Crowne and Dyadem: which reſolution in ſhoꝛt tyme 
toke effect; fo? ſummoning all his Nobilitie at the pꝛomontoꝛit 
of Iapher to a Parliament vppon tertaine Articles pꝛełerred a: 
gainſt his wife, and confirmed by falſe witneſſes, ſhe was by ge: 
neratconſent depoſed:and the ceremonte of her depoſition being 
finiſhed , and Olynda ſent fo2 into the Parliament houſe , he 
pꝛonounced theſe wozds, 

At is no maruaile it you ſtand amazed (right mightie Pꝛin⸗ 
tes of Egipt) to ſet pour Ring who was wont to craue pour 
conſent in (mall affayzes: without pour counſell now to begin a 
thing of ſuch impoꝛtance, I meane a Parliament: But he that 
ſeeketh to haue his purpoſe vnpꝛeuented mut be ſecret and ſper⸗ 
die, leaſt either foztune oz tounſaile hinder his enterpꝛiſe. Many 
things kalles out betwene the cup and the lip. and daunger is al. 
waies a companion to delay. To take eretoꝛe all occa⸗ 
fions ofhinderance, I haue vpon the ſodaine aſſembley por; not 
only to heare what J can ſay, but without either doubt oꝛ deny⸗ 
all to confirme what J will ſap, Being diuoꝛced from my quon⸗ 
dam wife and your Queene by lawe , although J am olde, vet 
nat ſo ſtriken in age but that J tan and muſt ytelde to affections 
Jintend, nap J will in deſpight of all men, take Olynda here 

eſent to my wife, and befoze we depart from this Seſſion ſhe 
albe crowned Quene, Coniecture doth aſſure me vou will all 
greatly miſtike ofthe match, and grudge that your Ring ſhould 
marrie ſo low, But J charge you all in generall, and wiſh euery 
one that loneth his owne like, neither with counſaile no2 reaſon 
fo perſwade me from that J haue purpoſe: leaſt he incurre fur⸗ 
cher daunger and my perpetuall diſpleafure. | 
The Nobilitie, but eſpecially his forme Garinrer ofthe age 
oftwentie peres, grudging at his mothers miſhap, aud that ſach 
acon: mon Strumpet ſhould poſleſſe her plate, made furious by 
the fozte ok nature, burſt out into this chollerickreplye; - 
Pay it pleaſe yourÞighn?\le(F feare to offend) ik J ** 
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A ſhould], and pet were loth to flatter in ſaying what J wouls 
not: but if I may haue free libertie to ſpeake what I think, my 
verdit ſhall be ſone giuen. J conkeſſe that what pleaſeth the fa- 
ther ought to content the ſonne: and therefoze J count the will 
of Saladyne a lawe to Garinter: yet as obedience wiſheth a con⸗ 
ſent, ſo Nature willeth with a friendly denyall to diſwade from 
things that offende not onely men, but þ are euen hatefull to the 
Gods. I ſay therefoze that Saladyne ſhould get moze honour by 
expling Olynda, not only from Babylon, but out of all the con- 
fines of Ægipt, then if he had obtayned moze tryumphes then 
that inuincible Czſar. No doubt pour Grace ſhall ſwne, nap J 
feare to ſane, finde my woꝛds to be true, that in hoping to get a 
ſweete content pou gayne a ſower miſlike : like to them which 
pleaſed with the colour of the tree Lotos,are popkoned aſſone as 
they taſte ofthe Apples. 

Barmeniſſa, hearing how ſharply her ſonne ſhake vp the Ems 
perour, with a mogeſt countenance, as nothing grudging at the 
iniurie of foꝛtune, her laſt farewell gaue him this chardge: Al- 
though ſdnne the lawe ot nature willes the to be partner ot thy 
mothers milko2tunes, vet the Gods, whoſe lawes are aboue nas« 
ture, commaunds that thou gainſay not the Edict ofthy father: 
Fan as Proclus the Academick affirmes, there is nothing which 
wee ought moꝛe to regard then duetie and obedience : the com⸗ 
maunde ofthe Father is not to bee limited by the conceipt ofthe 
child, koꝛ as their ſuperioꝛitie is without pꝛopoꝛtion, ſo their wils 
ought to be without denials. firſt the frowne of a father ( ſaich E- 
pictetus) is like the eleuation of a Commet which foꝛeſhewes 
euer ſome fatall and finall ruine. Then Garinter offend not 
thy father in thought, leaſt the gods grudging at thy ſecret diſa⸗ 
bedience plague the with an open reuenge : further ſonne, chou 
art hisſubiec,and he thy ſoueraine, what duetie is due to ſuch a 
mightie potentate thou muſt by lawe and conſcience offer vnts 
him: And ſeeing by the conſent of the Egiptian lawes J am de⸗ 
poſed, andOlinda inueſted with the regallcrowne: if a methers 
commaund map be a conſtraint to the ſonne, I chardge thee that 
thou ſhewe her the ſame obedience that belongs to a Pzinceſle, 

wat and 
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and thy fathers wife. Philarkẽsß ſonne of Pſamnerichus obeyen 
Rhodope,whom his father rapſed from a common courtezan to 
12 Antiochus the ſennt of Demetrius buitded ftatelp 
Sepulchzes foꝛ his fathers Concubines:Reuenge(ſoune)ought 
not to go in purple, but in white, and the ſale fox inimits is not 
choller but patience : fox myne owne patt Garincer I fer thee 
donne no pꝛetept but Þ which mp ſeit meane to houlp fo? a pꝛin⸗ 
tiple, and thou by imitating thy mothers actions, ſhewe thy ſelle 
to be duetifull, which if thou perfoxme , I willconcinually pꝛay 
to the Gods los thy gw, otherwiſe, if fo2 mp cauſe thou intend 
renenge J with thy ill: > fo wiſhing to thy farher as to mp foue- 
rainne; i to the Pinteſſe us to one honozed with a Diademe, Y 
take my leaue at $ Court, as wel content wich my avuerſitie, fo2 
ther it (8 þ ——-—-t exer I was with — 
with this nd god — both her foune and the 


penſtue fo: her pzeſenc viſgrace 2. The Souldan 
with this tniurie, cauſev y Pꝛoclamation to 
— — hut what ſhe 


earned with her hands, that her ladies ſhould be labour. and her 
maintenante, no other then her owne indeuour could pzouide: 
This Evict commaunded to be publiſhed, the Kiugfolempuiſey 
dis martage with famptuous ſhowes and criumphes, and Ga · 

night ewe how carefullhe as wokephis mo. 
ofthe wont The talc be 


ny in words, and — 

— hate ol all the people ——— 
that the Souldan him felfe grudged at her — 
tion: leauing her to her follies ; againe to the 
me niſſa, who fallen from a Crowne to a Cocearce , —_— | 
Scepteralmoſtto a Scrip, fill ſakney-her want with labozr any 
her pouertie with patience, bearing as pꝛintely a mind in anner. 
ſttie, as ſhe vid in pꝛoſperitie, neither grudging at miurie,noz ga⸗ 
ping after reuenge, daxed 9 many" 
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taking her woke in her hand ( foz the vſe of her needle was her 
 perely reuenues) ſhe walked out ol her pooze houſe towards the 
court, that ſhe might by ſome one oz other learne how her ſonne 
behaued himſelle to the Emperour: Paſſing on pazelp attyꝛed, 
(fox ſhe her habite with her foztuae) at laſt ſhe came 
within ſight of the Pallace, when as conſideration ok her foz cont 
eſtate pꝛeſented vnto her mynd a confuſed Chaos of 
and diſquieted paſſions:ſo that ſitting downe behinde a 
little Thicket ſhe fell into theſe tearmes. 
. QUnhappie Barmeniſſa, why are the Deltinies ſo 2 
lotters of miſhap as to appoynt thy youth, which ta other is 
pleaſant ſpzing ot god foztune,to thee a froſty winterofmi 
Are the Starres ſo inequall in their cõſtellation, oz ſo inc 4 
in their influence, that Maieſtie hath no pꝛiuiledge againſt miſe⸗ 
rie, noꝛ the title ofa Queene no aſſurance of gud hap : Js the 
ſeateofdignitie like the Chariot of Phœbus, whoſe wheles cha: 
lenge not one minut ofreſt:Then(Barmeaiſſa)ſap with Solon, 
Creſſus is not happie befoze his death, Confeſle with Amazias 
Ring of Ægipt, that p̊ pzoſperous ſucceſſe ot Policrates pꝛogna⸗ 
ſticated ſome dyꝛe euent: that Foztune ſtandeth on the wether⸗ 
cocke at tyme, conſtant in nothing but in incon : that no 
man is happie befoꝛe his end, and that true 1 
a contented life and a quiet death: fo2 I ſee well, that to. 
happineſſe to him which liues ( conſidering the alteration 
tyme and foꝛtune pꝛeſents with ſondzie ſtratagemes) is to alot 
the reward of victozie befoze the battell bee fought, The greateſt 
milerteofajl,ſapth Byas,is not to beare milerie,and that man is 
— quith Dioni@us)that fro his you hathlearned ta 
bee vnhappie . Demetrius ſitrnamed the Beſieger, iudged none 
moꝛe vnhappie then he which neuer talked of avuerſitie : foz that 
foztune actounts ofthem as abies and vaſlalles.of diſhonour, 
whom che preſents not as well with bitter piles as ſweete po⸗ 
— Aluding to that ſaying ol Plutarke, that nothing is euill 
that is neceſlarie, vnderſtanding by this woꝛd, neceſlarie, what. 
ſdeuer commeth to a wiſe man by katall deſtinie: becauſe, vling 
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then ( Barmeniſſa) the fall from a Crowne ought to be no fople 
to content, greaue not at Foꝛtune, leaſt thy ſoxrowe make her 
tryumph the greater: but beare aduerſitie with an honourable 
mynd, that the wozld may iudge thou art as well a Pzinceſſe in 
pouertie as in p2olperitie:fo2 Rings are not called Gods fo that 
they wrare Crownes, but that they are Loꝛds ouer Fame and 
Foꝛtune. Although theſe ſecrete meditations were perſwaſions 
vnto quiet, vet ſhe no ſoner caſt her eye to the Pallace, but ſhee. 
was ouercharged with melancholie:to auoyde the which, taking 
her Needle in her hand ſhe fell to wozke, and hearing the pꝛetie 
Birds recoꝛding their werte and pleaſant note, ſhe warbled out 
this Madrygale. 


Barmeniſſas Song. 


The ſtately ſtate that Wſemen count their good: 

The chiefeſt bliſſe that luls aſleepe diſire a 

Is nat diſſent from Kings and princely blood: 

Ne ſtately Qomne ambition doth require, 
For birth by fortune is abaſed downe, | 

And perrilt are compriſde wit hin a Crowne, 
The Scepter and the glittering pompe of mace, 
The bead impalde With honour and renowne, 

T be Kingly throne,the ſeate and regall piace, 

Are toyes that fade When angrie fortune fromne. 
Content is farre from ſuch delights as thoſe, 
Whom Woe and daunger dos enuy as foes, 


The Cottage ſeated in the hollowe dale, 
T hat fortune neuer feares, becauſe ſo lowe: 
The quiet mynd that want doth ſet to ſale, 
Sleepes ſafe when Princes Seates do onerthrowe, 
Want ſinyles ſecure, when princely thoughts do feels 
That feare and daunger treads upon their heele. | 
Bleſſefortune thou Whoſe frowne hath wrought thy good: 
"Bid farewell to the Crowne that ends thy care, = , 
8 D 2 be 
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| T he bappie fates thy forraves bane wii hitusd, 
By ſyning want . exdhrs — ſhere. 
For now content(fond fort une to defight) 
With patience lows thee quiet and delight. 


| Barmeniſſahadus ſeaner ended her madrigale, but that ſbe 


the perceiued therefo 

partner of their ſecrecie,ſhe kept her el leurwithin che thicker, 
when ſhe perceiued certaine ofthe noblen of gipt y were rety- 
red ta that folitarie place to confer of the ambitious — 
that Olinda vſed ſince her cozonation , and among che reſt ant 


ofthe Lozds, whoſe name > was Egiltus A burſt feoꝛth into theſe 
tearmes, 


| Egiltus Oration tothe 
Lord. ef Epipt, * 


T is not vnkn R of ot 
E ann nete: 


rar, © a ſtrumpet, hath not onely 
violated the lawe of our Gods in propbaning Bev 
—— — Parrimonie,bur alſo the lawe of 
eth diuozce without calſetbut ih in'a Po- 

narchte the Ciyinces mapa e no checke. hut their rea- 
eas bet eng wes ß principles that may not be 
infringed, itreaffethonly fo: b toro dt fo red2eſle; 
leaſt ayming moꝛe at þ weale ot our tolſtrey che dur own liues, 
we ſet our reſt on the hazary and fo veſperatiy throw at all. Firſt 
let vs conſider that Saladyne the Soulpan of Egipr, 
puffed vp with thehighnelle ol his P! and number of his 
Terrttoꝛies ſtdiettto his gronernment, hath bene ſo tyzannous 
to bis Commons fromhtis firſt Coꝛonation, chat vnleſſe his ims 
brown n had bin mittigated by the ver⸗ 
wie Heburchen of hisernehie long time 
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fince had bene intollerable : but nam hauing depoſed that peere- 
lelſe P2inceffe, whoſe vertues made her famous and vs happie, 
and married a Concubine, whoſe vanities bzeedes her enuie and 
our miſhap: we are to lwke for no other event but our particuler 
tl foꝛtune, and the generall rupne of the weale publicke. Then 
my Ln, leaft we ſhould be. ſpotted with the ſtayne of ingrati⸗ 
tude, in fuffering'theÞ2! e miurie vurenenged: and leaſt wee 
ſhould freme ts be bozne moze fo: our ſelues then our Countrey, 
let vefattempr the reſtitution ofthe Quene,and the fatall ouer- 


mination, was 
burſt fozth | 
Now Barmeniſſa, thou ſeeſt that delay in reuenge ia the beſt 
Philicke : that the Gads are iuſt and haue taken thy quarrell as 
aduocates of chyneininrie : now halt thau ſee wong ouerruled 
wich patience, and the rupneof thpne enemit with the ſafetie of 
chyne owne honour:tyme is the diſconerer ot miſhap, and Fo- 
tunt neuer ceaſech to ſtreach her ſtrings till they cracke:fhame is 
the end of treacherie, and diſhonour euer fozerunnes repentance. 
Olyntia hath faard with Icarus, q is like ta fall with Phaeton: 
auer are hauſts caught by reaching tw hye then by fwping to 
ume: Foxtune grudgeth not at them which fall,but Enuy bytes 
thi which clymbes;now ſhall , &gipt by * 
*2 BG. 3 pne 
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thyne enemie wozke thy content: And why thy content Barmei 
niſſa? doch tontent hang in reuenge, oꝛ doth the quiet oftheminy 
p2oc@de bp the fall of an enemie : Seeſt thou not (fond woman) 
that the pzoſperitie of Olynda is the pꝛeſeruing of thy gioziez 
that it is pincelp as wel th be faithfull as patient:that it is thine 
honour to put vp tauſeleſſe inturte, and het ſhame to heate ot th 
vnhappineſſe:nay, what would E gipt, yen tht whole woꝛld ſap; 
(if by treacherie her bane be ꝛocured) but that it was thy troth 
leſſe indeuour: ſo ſhalt thou loſe moze fame in a minute: cht thou 
thalt recouer in manꝝ xcetes: Chen here lyes the doubt, epthey 


22 baue mpnehonour-bpber miſhap, m ria ſeckecherupne 
of my friends by « Treacherig thou 


dilcoueringotheir pꝛetence 
knoweft Barmenifſa;i#notth — — pꝛi⸗ 
—— — — — 
adyne is is and 

periour: rather reutale cheir file thode then rupuate thyne unn 
bonoꝛ. The wife ol Manlins Torquatus caufed her ſonntu hean 

to be ſmit off koꝛ kMing his enemie cowardly, Sempronia ſixm 
her ſonne foz vtcerinig ſpeeches againſt the Senate. Ring 

—— — — are treacherie: 

is impalled with a rowne mult be pʒayed fim nut xes 
uenged . Then Barmeniſſa, be rather ingratrſulita 
then treacherous to ch Pꝛince: rather ſtethem ye then Olynda 
fall into fuch katall vaunger . And with this the tum in a dumpe, 
and being readie to goe fozward in her foꝛmer meditation the e⸗ 
ſpyed where the Souldan and the Empꝛeſſe —— — 
with her ſonne and another Noble man came walking:iBarme- 
niſſa willing ta ſee how the woꝛld went, met the Soutvan, and 

with a reuerent modeſtie both ſaluted him and the Empꝛeſſe. 
Olynda ( who ſame the quondam Queene in this paze eſtate) 
CERT, aſked = _ 75 — did 
ine, J dwell Padame(quoth ſhe) in a ottage adiopning 
tothe Subburbs ofthe Cittie , where accompanyed withehyee 
friendly companpons, J paſle the day in labour wich quiet, and 
the night in ſecuritie with ſweete flumbers : Content its at my 
dane, and armed at all dornts fozbids eyther Enuie oz Foztinie 
entrance: 


F enelopes Web. 


entrance: Frugalitie is my purſebearer, and hunger the Coke 
that aſſignes my dyet: Pouertie pꝛeſents me homely cheere, yet 
like a god Phiſttion to make a perfec digeſtion , he ſauoꝛeth all 
mp diſhes with quiet. And Madame, although J want an impe⸗ 
riall Crowne, and other Crownes alſo ; this lacke I finde frees 
mee from care, that J ſleepe moꝛe in the Cottage, then euer J 
flumbꝛed in the Court, Then ( quoth the Souldan) you wozke 


foꝛ pour liuing: Your Maieſtie knowes (quoth ſhe) that by pa⸗ 


tentage J am daughter to the great Chan of Tartaria, where 
my want was wealth, and my labour pleaſure and delight: yet 
he knowing that pzincipalitie is no pziuiledge againſt Foꝛtune, 
and that the higheſt eſtate is no warrant againſt miſhap, learned 
me to vſe the Needle and the URheele, that both J might eſchue 
vdleneſſe in my youth, and (if the Deſtinies had fo decreed) the 
better bzokepouertie in my age. Perhaps (quoth Olynda) our 
Matiuitie was calculated, and ſo the Conſtellation fozeſhewing 
this fall, your father was a wife man and pꝛeuented the Planets 
with pollitie: But youtold me ofth2ee $ that are fel- 

lowe friends with you in your Cottage, what bee they ꝛ Thzee 
Padame(quoth Barmeniſſa) that while I liued in the Court J 

heard ot but neuer tould be acquainted with: Content without 

plentie, Quiet without enuy,and Pouertte without impatience: 

thꝛer ſuch companions that il in extremitie J ſhould miſle them, 
in deede I might count my ſelfe rightly ta bee miſerable. The 
Souldan taking na pleaſure in this pꝛattle (fo that his old wife 
was an intertocutoꝝ in this Dialogue) haſtey away, and Olyn- 
da as willing to be gone, tolde the old Pinceſſe that if ſhe od 
in neede ( whatſoeuer Ægipt repozted ) ſhe was not ſo much her 

tnemie but ſhe would ſupplye her want. Barmeniſſa made an⸗ 

ſwere, that when her friends fayled her ſhe would come to her 
for her laſt rekuge. Alas, vour friends (quoth Olynda) I thinke 

thep bee fewe. Trueth Madame (quoth Barmeniſſa)miſerie al⸗ 

tots not multitude of friends. Nullus ad amiſſas ibut amicns opes. 
Het haue Jtwo, my hands and mpne eyes, which ſweares not 
to kayle me till age dꝛiues them away perfoꝛce:but pleaſe it pour 


bounty 


Graces to ſtay, I will reueale ſuch a matter as ſhall greatly re-- 


/ 
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dound to both your contentments: and then ſhe mademanifef 
the pꝛetence ofthoſe Noble men. 

Olynda amaze? at this ſovayne newes ( as baſe mynds are 
ener fearefull) defired the Souldan that they might hye home, 
leaſt ſome treaſon in that place were intended: f (quoth e) 2 1 
knowe,whatſoener ſhe ſates, that Barmeniſſa was the autho of 
this treacherie, whoſe life, how long ſo euer it be, is the tontinu⸗ 
ance of mp ſoꝛowes. The Souldan whom cdſcience began now 
to ſting at the very hart, turned his backe without farewell, and 
no ſooner came at the Court, but cauſed the Lozvs that were fa- 
nourers of this treaſon to bee appzehended , who willingly cons 
fefſed their intendeddetermination,with full reſolution either to 
* — 


phis, where then he kept his — — 
pon that day the Quiene ſhould —— — 
Souldan without den pall. The Commons greatiy grunge 

— — —— 
Hould reape ſuch fauours without defart . The ode Empzelle, 
— ofthis netdes, willing to fozcwarne the Phincefls 
of ambition, determined wich her ſelfe to ſend her cercapne ver- 
{es,as a caueat fo2 ſo warte a chopce , Mell, leauing her to her 
Poems: the Nobilitie and many ofthe Commons at che daten 
tyme came, where in the Parliament houſe the Souldan reuea- 
led the cauſe ok their : namely, ta bee witneſſes of his 
graunt and her demaund. Oly fearing the wozff,canſed the 
King ſollemnely to ſweare, that he ſhould not reuoke whatſoe- 
uer he had p2omiled . The Soufdan taking avuice, mave this 
ſollemne pꝛoteſtation, and ſwaxe by the God of the — 
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chat whatſoener he had pzomiſed to þ right and lawfull Queene 
of Egipt,he would perfourme, Olynda ſetling her ſelfe to vtter 
her mynd, was interrupted by a meſſenger that came from Bar⸗ 
meniſſa with a ſcrole. The Souldan vnderſtanding to what ef: 
fect it tended, cauſed it openly to bee read: the contents whereof 
Tenn the verſes following , ouer which was wzitten this lattin 
utence. 


Tempora mutantur, & nos mutamur in illis. 


Wo thonghts led Phaeton amiſſe 
ST — 2icusdkg fal be fear ob 25 
Seele not to ciymbe with fond Semyramis, 
Leaſt Sonne renenge the fathers iniurie. 
T ake heede; Ambition is a ſugred il 


T hat fortune gere, wynd; to il. 


Tx reer 
7 Theſe that thefriward man to ee 
—_ /; Saus; fu une; we finde, 
15 And yocus honor fivorne aſecret foe. 
„ his of me,enuse not others ſtate, 
; T he fruites of ennic it enuie aud hate. 


The wittie cid. that ſo eclipfeth fame, 

T hat gets reward a Chaos of of desFight, 

Is blacker Which euer winneth 

AA farie vyld thats hatched in the night. 
Bewarte,ſteke not revenge againſt thy foe, 
Leaſt ence renenge thy fortune ouergoe. 


Theſe blaſing (7 ommets do foreſhevy miſhap, 

Let not their flaming lights offend thyne ge 

Looke ere thou leape, preuent an aftercla 

T beſe three forewarnd well mayſt thou Ye. \ 
7f now by choyce thou aymeſt at happie health, 
Eſchew ſelflone,chooſe 72 the * 


Theſe 
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Theſe verſes did nothing pꝛeuayle with Olynda, although 
they moued all the reſt ofthe companie to remoꝛce:foꝛ eſteeming 
them as ſhadowes, this was her requeſt : that firſt the Nobles 
which conſpyꝛed her death might bee executed,the Rings ſonne 
diſhinerited by act of Parliament, and the Quene baniſhed out 
ok all the Souldans dominions:theſe were her thꝛee demaunds: 
which wh? the Emperour had thzoughly weighed with himſelf, 
noting the injurious mynd of an inſolent Concubine, he fell into 
fuch hate againſt her fo2 her pzeſumption,thathe burſt fozth into 
theſe tearmes . J ſee well, as the diſtreſſed eſtate of pouertie is 
intollerable fo2 want, fo the pꝛeſumption at an inſolent perſon is 
not to be ſuffered fo2 pꝛide: thoughtes aboue meaſure are either 
cut ſhozt by tyme a foztune : they which gaze at a Starrt ſtum⸗ 
ble at a ſtone: the Cimbriams lake ſo long at the Sunne that 
they ware blynd: and fach as are bozne beggars:maks Pateſtie- 
a marke to'gaze at: ſich that in preſinning with Phaeton, they 
fall with Icarus: and that in deſiring with Tarquin to bee couns 
ted moze then Ca, they pꝛoue in the ende with 8 
be wozſethen mien. I ſpeake this Olynda,fo2 that J lee the glo⸗ 
rie ofa Crowne hath made thee vnwozthirof a Crowne, and 
Dignitie that ought to metamoꝛphile men into bertudus reſo. 
lutions, hath made thee 1 . ok vicious affections:could: 
it not ſuffice thee to vepꝛiue the Queene of her due, Imeane of 
mp lone, of her Huſband, her Dignitie, her Crowne, her Poſ⸗ 
felſions,but now thou ſeekef to exyle her, her Counttep, which: 
is dearer to a god mynd then her life ? Path ſhe bozne all with 
patience, > doeſt thou requite all with enuie : Doth lhe ſalue her 
miſerie with content, and canſt not thou bzwok Maieſtte in quiet? 
Is Ambition ſo furious a foe that it ſuffers no coꝑtiuall: Shall 
I topne vnnaturall actions to diſlopaltie ⁊ Paue I fozſaken the 
mother, and ſhall. I now diſßhinerit myne owne Sonne: Shall 
I bzing that curſe vppon mp ſelfe to dye without one of myne 
owne bloud to ſit on my Seate: Mo Olynda, the leaſt of thy re: 
queſts ſpall not be fultilled.a heare ſhal nat fall fromthe meaneſt 
of my Subieas head to ſatiſſie thy reuenge: pet will Jkepe 
myne ach t to thee hutto de lafull ddr 
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which is Barmeniſſa: fo2 anger is not a ſufficient dyuoꝛte: the 
will of a Pꝛince confirmed by falſe witneſſe is no lawe:the dated 
tyme of marriage is not miſlike, but death:therefoze pꝛoude and 
iniurious Concubyne, (fo2 no better can I tearme thee ) J here 
where without lawe J inueſted thee with dignitie, now in the 
{ame place accoꝛding to all lame depoſe thee from the ſtate of a 
Qutene, and allot thee the ſame puniſhment which thou didſt re⸗ 
gueſt fo the Empꝛeſſe:namelp, to be baniſhed out of al my Ter⸗ 
ritoꝛies, and then to liue in perpetuall exyle. Olynda falling at 
the knees of che Souldan would haue made replye, but he com⸗ 
maunded her to bee taken out of his pꝛeſence, which the L ozdg 
perfdurmed in allhafte:then he ſent fo2 his wife, and after recon⸗ 
ciliation made, to the great ioy of all his Subiects, in liew ok her 
patient obedience ſet her in her fozmer eſtate, 


PEnelope hauing finiſhed her tale, Eubula(fo) that this pleas 
ſant Hiſtoz1e hadbzought the old Nurſe ) made this 
anſwer: Jf Argus (Madame) had bene an to your good 
Philoſophte, Mercuries pype had neuer bzought his hundzed 
eyes in ſuch a ſodayne ſlumber: J ſee well lleepe hath no pꝛiui⸗ 
ledge ouer deſire, neither hath tyme any warrant againſt cõtent: 
fo; had this bene but the pꝛeamble of your diſcourſe , mpne eyes 
had not grudged at ſo long an inſinuation:eſpecially diſcouering 
ſuch a pꝛeſident of womens perfection, J perceiue obedience is a 
2 — ſalue againſt choller, and that the wife hath no better de⸗ 
nſiue ag ainſt an angry hul band then ſubmiſſion with patience, 
Ican but ſmile(quoth Vygenia)to ſee that Eubula hath ſuch 
care ofthe xconomicall pꝛecepts, reſembling Silenus, whoſe 
talke was euer of Grapes becauſe he loued Mine welt: and ſhe 
harpeth vpon the duetie of a wife as one deſirous of a huſband, 
And you (quoth Eubula) play like the Lapwing, that cryeth e⸗ 
uer fartheſt from her neſt; when Dyana was pꝛeſent Caliſto ne⸗ 
uer talked of Iupiter, & pet Iuno was ielous auer the pure vir⸗ 
gin: The Veltals in Rome offer Sacraftce with their hands, 
not with their epes.Lucrece had the picture of Venus in her bed« 
chamber, yet ſhe was chaſt. Manx talke 7 Mercurie that — 
2 | ary 
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heard his melodie: x diuers landed at Samos that ſayled not ta 
Corinth. Tuſh Vygenia, ) diſcourſe of obedit̃te is not the diſco⸗ 
uerie of affection Naber is the talke of a huſband the pzwfe of 
mariage:but feeling where pour own thae wings pe, you aiine 
| af the ſtraightnelle of my laſt, 5 
Iſmena hearing her fellowes at ſuth mye blowes, told them 
that how dayntie ſo euer they made it. their ſilken thzotes would 
eaſelp digeſt ſuch packthꝛeede: foꝛ (quoth ſhe) I dare ſweare the 
pꝛeciſeſt of pou both had rather haue a huſband thẽ heare ol him, 
ſeeing your peeres are enough and pour mpnvs not vowed to 
Minerua. „„ ee 
Penelope tould not but ſinile at the chollericke pꝛattle u her 
mayds:and pet foꝛ that the night was farre ſpent and her Nurſe 
in a ſound ſleepe, ſhe toke vp their controuerſie, concluding with 
the a che ofher —— they had rather follow Iu- 
no to Temple ana to the Ms: and rathet 
yme werpe with Velia.Well,the mayds whoſe 


to her pꝛinciples with ſilence:and Penetope wakingher Nurſez 
MAMEY foulding vp her eb went quietly to her reſt, | 


The ſecondnights dijcomrſe.. p 


Frer that the day was comes the Stitozs had filled the | 

ſtately Þallace of Penelope with their ſenerall traynes, 
the P2inceſſe put on her mourning attyꝛe, which alwaies 
the was accuſtomed to weare ſince the abſence of Vliſfes : ſhew- 
ing her ſelle (as Antiſthenes tummaunded) a giod wife diſcon- 
tent in her huſbands abſence, that therby ſhe might bath bewjay 
the perfection of her loue, and qualliſte the paſſionate deſires of 
her Suito2s which — daylie buſie about her Meb, and 
pet her labour ( like: Belydes Daughters to powne water into 
bottomeleſſe Tubs) envieſſe, „could not comprehend within the 
tompaſſe of their imagination what the reaſon of this ſhould be, 
ſeeing ſo carefully ſhee indeuoured her ſelfe to bꝛing her wozke : 
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Ning, 


Penelopes Web. 


ging, they ſpent the day in ſondꝛie pleaſant paſtimes and ſeuerall 
diſcourſes, tit the Sunne declpning to the Teſt, they departed, 
benelope glad of their abſence, ſeeing that Phœbus had lod⸗ 
ged himſelf with Tytan,and Venus the ſwete meſſenger of the 
ſilent night appeared in the Skye, accompanyed as befoze with 
her Nurſe and her mayds, ſhe went to her old taſke, vntwiſting 
that in ÿ night, which befoze ſhe had with great labour wꝛought 
in the day. Sitting thus bulily at their wozke, the olde Nurſe 
(who by the laſt nights pꝛattle had found the length of Penclo- 
pes fote) began to waken them out of their dumps in this ma⸗ 
ner. J maruel, when J conſider with my ſelfe, that ÿ Romaines 
who couet to ſurpaſſe the Grecians in all honoꝛable & vertuous 
actions, did not ſee into their own follies, when they erect Tem- 
ples vnto Flora, as a Goddeſſe woꝛthie of deuine Sacraftce,ap- 
poynting in honour of her funerall day certaine laſciuious ſpozts 
and paſtimes, called after her name Floralia, ſhe being a moſt 
vile and infamous Courtixane, and diſcrediting the ſtate of their 
Commonwealth with her incontinencie: and Vet grudge to erect 
an Image in the memozie of Lucrece , that with her inuiolable 
chaſtitie,not onely honoured the Romaine vertue, but freed the 
Cittie from the burthen of a Tpzant, The reaſon as J cefle 
(auoth benelope)is fo2 that the nature of man is ſo coꝛrupt and 
addicted to vyte, that what vanitie pꝛeſents, they ſtil(be it neuer 
ſo bad ) keepe it as an obiect to their eyes:but what is vertuouſſy 
perfourmed they commit to obliuions charge to reward. In dev 
(quoth Iſmena)now J perceiue p mp doubt is abſolued, which 
long hach holden me in ſuſpence:fo2 long haue J muſed why on- 
ly in al the whole wozld Dyana hath a Temple in Epheſus, and 
Venus is as commonly honoꝛed as thehouſehold God Lar, that 
had acopner in euery mans kitchen: foꝛ in Paphos, Cypres, A- 
thens, Samos, Rome, and infinite other Cities, her Temples 
ſtand in the ſtreates, diſcouering the erecters deuotions by the 
coſtly and ſumptuous buildings. And pet (quoth Eubula) the 
Veſtals in Rome, who were dedicated to virginitie, bare Palme 
aboue the reſt: foz the Senatoꝛs apparelled in their Robes of 
Maieſtie, neuer met any of thẽ in the my but they gaue = 
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che wall, and ſaluted them bare headed: acknowledging fo) all 
their Temples of Venus, that the Aulter of Veſta ptelded par⸗ 
fumes moze pleaſing to the Gods. Wee reade in the Anuals of 
the Romaines, that Amulia a Veſtall mapd caried water to the 
Temple in a Siue, and when the barke wherein themightie J- 
mage of Peace ſtuck vpon the ſands, that al the fozce of women 
could not remoue, pet a Veſtall Uirgin dzew it eaſelp vp the Ri⸗ 
ner Tybar with her girdle : pzouing by this myzacle (let vs acs 
count it no leſſe) that amongſt all other vertues, Uirginitie is 
molt fauoured of the Gods, So that when at the ſiege of Troy, 
che motalitie and Peftilence rapned amongft the Grecians, the 
Gods would bee appeaſed with no Sacrafice but with the pꝛa⸗ 
pers of Iphygenia Daughter to Agamemnon . Mee ſee that 
the gift of pꝛopheſie, which is holden fo; a certain deuine eſſence 
infuſed into humaine mynds, was particularly beſtowed vppon 
this ſere:fo2 the Sibils were Uirgins, and the mapden that gaue 
anſwers at Delphus, Tell ſayd Eubula(quoth Penelope) you 
run deſcantvpon this woꝛd Ui though either you de⸗ 
ſerued to be a Veſtall oz a Sibill: Pet it may be Badame(quoth 
Iſmena)that were ſhe a Veſtall(Jhad almoſt ſaid a Airgin) but 
God foꝛbid J had made ſuch a doubtfull ſuppoſition) ſhe might 
miſſe in carping water with Amulia in a Siue : fo amongſt all 
the reſt ofthe Uirgins, wee reade ol none but her that wꝛought 
ſuch a myzacle. Eubula hearing how pleaſantly Iſmena played 
with her nole, thought to giue her as great a bone to gnawe on, 
which the calf in her teeth thus bꝛiefly. J remember l{mena,that 
Epicurus meaſured euery mans dyet by his own pꝛinciples, and 
Abradas the great MacedonianPirat thought euery one hay 
aletter of mart that bare ſaples in Dcean:none came to knock 
at Diogenes Tub but he thought him a Cynicke: and fancie a 
late hath ſo tyed you in deuotion to Venus, that ſhortly we ſhall 
haue pou in that vayne, to: thinke there is no ſuch Goddeſſe as 
Veſta: but take h&de Iſmena, tis anhereſle,the conceipt where: 
of once cauſed as god a Uirgin(J will not inferre compariſons, 


becauſe they are odious)to bing foꝛth Romulus and Remus at 
aburthen, | 
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Penelope hearing her maydes ſo farre ouerſhate themſelues 
in her pꝛeſence, began to frowne, which made themblulh, as a⸗ 
ſhamed they had ſo fatre paſt the limits of modeſtie:but ſhe per 
ceiuing by their countenance þ they acknowledged their faults, 
would not (lith they had ſo womanly taken the checke) pzoceede 
any further in giving the mate, but with a ſmyling cheere bꝛoke 
out abꝛuptly into theſe ſpeches. Youput me in remembzance by 
pour pꝛattle of virginity,of mypꝛomiſe. hom this night J would 
diſcuſle the pꝛecious vertue of Chaſtitie: which ſeeing we are ſo 
cloſe ſet at our wozke, ſhal ſerue this night to pꝛeuent imminent 
flumbers, The old nurſe and the mapdes giuing attentiue eare, 
Penelope began in this maner. The wiſe and learned man Eu- 
boides, whole ſapings haue euer bene counted as Oꝛacles, was 
or this opinion, that the greateſt vertue in a woman was to be 
knowne of none but her huſ band: alledging to the ſaping of Ar- 
gius,that the pꝛaiſe of a woman in a ſtraunge mouth is nothing 
els but a ſecret blame: ſo that Socrates whom Apollo tearmed 
che wiſeſtman in Greece, affirmed that thaggreatelt foꝛtreſſe 
and defence that nature had giuen to a woman fox the pꝛeſerua⸗ 
tion ofherreputation and honour, was Chaftitie:which loſt and 
ppolated, there remaineth nothing but ſhame and infamie. Plato 
being demaunded what Cheſtitie was, made this deſcription; 
It is ( quoth he) the ſhield againſt lururiouſneſſe, being ſuch a 
defenſozie againſt voluptuous deſtres, that as he which weareth 
the Bay leate is pꝛiuiledged krom the pꝛeiudice of Thunder: ſo 
that woman which is adozned with Chaſtitie, is ſafely armed a: 
gainft all inoꝛdinate affections whatſoeuer:inſomuch that þ eyes 
(which is a fickle and inconftant ſence) delight in the varietie of 
obiects, yet are bzought to be buſted about oneparticulerſubiect 
by the ſecret vertue of Chaſtitie. Further, Plato calleth it a pꝛe⸗ 
ſeruer of god will, che raſo2 of dull thoughts, che coꝛrecter of vn⸗ 
tamed velires,and an enemie to the diſoꝛdꝛed will ofthe Saule: 
attributing vnto it theſe qualities, that it ſuppꝛeſſeth furie, hin⸗ 
deth diſhoneſt actions, bꝛedeth continencie, molliſiech the harts 
of tyꝛantg, ę vſeth reaſon fo2 a rule in all things: And experience 
it ſelfeceacheth vs, chat as nothing mozs dothrupnate fame and 


Penelopes Web. 


tredite then voluptuouſneſſe, ſo nothing getteth moꝛe honour e 
gloꝛie then chaſtitie. The conſideration whereof, moued Iulius 
Cæſar rather to ſuffer a diuoꝛce, thẽ an incontinent wife, wiſhing 
if Gracchus had lined in his dayes, that he might haue made an 
erchige of þ Empzelle foz his chaſt wife Cornelia, ſo highly did 
that Monarch eſtteme of that vertue, Chaſtitie ſaith Epictetus, 
is the very faire and redolent bloſſomes that the tree of true and 
perfect loue doth affozd,yelding ſo ſweet and fragrant a ſauour, 
that the moſt vicious and vnbꝛidled huſband is reclaymed by the 
ſmell of ſuch a deuine perfume, Euripedes entring into the con. 
fideration ofthis vertue, crieth out, as wondzing at the excellen- 
cie thereof, O how is chaſtitie to be eſteemed, that is the cauſe of 
ſuch greate gloꝛie and honour amongeſt women: fo? it ſheweth 
the feareſhe oweth to the Gods, theloue ſhe beareth to her Pul⸗ 
band, the care ſhe hath ol fame, the ſmalldeſire to inoꝛdinate af: 
fections,and maketh her ofa woman, a very patterne of ſuperna- 
turall perfection, Hipſicratea being bemaunded what was her 
richeſt Jewel, anfvered chaſtitie, alluding to the opinion af Cra- 
tes the Philoſopher, who was wont to ſay: that is an oꝛnament 
that adozneth,and that thing adoꝛneth a woman, which maketh 
hir moze honozable: and this is not done by Jewels of Gold, 
Emeraulta, Pꝛecious ſtones oꝛ ſumptuous atty2e, but by enery 
thing that cauſeth her to be accounted honeſt, wiſe, humble and 
chaſt. The Emperour Aurelius made certapne lawes to inhi⸗ 
bite ſuperfluitie of atty2e, affirming þ ſuch þ curiouſly paint out 
themſelues with fryſled lockes , werte perfumes, and ſtrau 
oꝛnaments ot pompe(onleſſe nobilitie of birth vrge them to ſuch 
bzanery)make men moſt diſſolute and ſubiec to follp: eſpecially 
if ſuch ſumptuous ſhewes bee ayded with arowling eye and vn⸗ 
chaſt loke: wheras a wiſe woman thꝛough her honeſt behauiour 
and modeſt contenance, lead as manp as calf their eyes vppon 
her, to a continent reuerence of chaſtitie , Socrates was wont 
to ſay, that when a maried wife holdeth her loking glaſle in her 
hand, ſhe ſhould ſpeake thus to her ſelf, ik ſhe be foule:what then 
ſhould become ofme if I were alſo wicked? and if the bee faire: 
how ſhall my beautie be accounted of if A continue wiſe and — 
Ws: net} 
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nell: fo2 a hard fauoured woman that is renoumed foz her chaſtt- 
tie, is moꝛe honoꝛable then ſhe which is famous foꝛ herbeautie: 
The recoꝛds that ſpeake honozablp of the Romane Ladies, tell 
vs that the wife of a poꝛe Smith meeting the Empꝛeſſe Fauſti- 
na, toke the wall of her in the ſtreetes, whereat the Empꝛeſſe 
grudging, complapned to the Senat, who lending fo2 the pooze 
woman, æ demaunding ok her if ſhe committed the deede, ſhe des 
nied it not; and therefo20her Hul band was condemned in a cer⸗ 
taine ſumme, vppon which ſentence the woman appealed fram 
the Senate to the Emperour, who aſked what ſhe could ſay fo2 
ber ſelfe: As much(quoth ſhe)as il thou be iuſt and wife may ſuf- 
ice, Fo: although J am not ſo honozable as thp wilt, yet J am 
'"m02eHhoneff, and the Citizens of Rome ought to effeane vertye 
befote dignitie: the Emperour vpon this vifcharged the woman 
ofthe ſentence: Alexander thegreat , hauing at the conqueſt of 
Babylon taken a very welfauoured Ægiptian Lady, a vidowe 
"whom for her veoutie he div greatlp affectionate , at night com: 
maunded one of his Captaynes to bꝛing her o his Tent, which 
The boldly refuſed, willing him to ſap tu the King, that captiuitie 
was no pꝛiuiledge to infringe chaſtitie, and if hee went about to 
diſhonoꝛ her, the would pernert ſuch violence by death : this an- 
ſwere retourned to Alexander, he not onelp moderaced his de⸗ 
fire,but ſent her his Signet as a warrant of her ſafetie: Portia 
the wife of Brutus, was told by one of her feruants,that cextaine 
<Embaſſadozs ofSamos were come, which were paſſing beauti⸗ 
full and well pꝛopoꝛtioned men: hould thy peace fle, quoth ſhe, 
wouldeſt thou haue mee to pꝛepare a poyſon foꝛ mpne honour by 
the meanes ok myne eye. Cyrus Ring of Perſia making warres 
againſt the Syrhians , had fo2 his Pꝛyſe ofthe triumphe a very 
faire woman called Panther, who being the wife of Abradatas 
his enemy, being deſired of Cyrus foꝛ his concubine, ſhe told him 
that ſhe was chaff, the King little reſpecting this ſhozt anſwere, 
demaunded a further reſolution, why quoth Panther? can there 
be any other anſwere that is not compꝛehended in this woꝛd, cha⸗ 
ſtitie: hereby noting that the Antydote againft the enuenomed 
thoughtes ol mens alluring intiſements, and the ſureſt cozroſiue 
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ko rute out ſuch vnbꝛidled veſires as dꝛam them to inoꝛdinate af- 
kection is this pꝛetious Jewell of chaſtitie, the which the moꝛe ta 
tonſtrme, I wil rehearſe vnto you a pleaſant Hiſtozie which hap⸗ 
vened not long ſince within our dominians of Ithaca, | 
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Nthis Countrey of Ithaca not lang ſince, there dwelled a 
Prov man called Calamus,of parentage honozable, as allied 
to the blod Ropall: of poſſeſſions rich, as one of the greateſt 
reuenewes in all the countrey: but therewichall ſo weder to the 
vayne ſuppoſe of pleaſure and delight, that his frends ſoꝛrowed 
at the courſe ofhis vnbꝛidled follies,# his paze tennants groned 
not vader the burd? of his couetous deſires, but were taxed with 
the greefe or his voluptuous appetite , foz ſuch was the inconti⸗ 
nencie ok his life, as ſaſietie of wants affections neuer glutted his 
mind with content: But as the Serpent Hidaſpis, the moze he 
d2inketh, the mozChe is a thirſt, and as þ$Salamander,themoze 
he lyeth in the fire, the moze deſirous he is ol the — Cala- 
mus, the moꝛe he offended in this intemperate concupilcence,the 
moꝛe his thoughts were addicted to þ vice. ſo as al his neighboꝛs 
did wich hee might kall headlong into the Center ol ſome deepe 
milfoꝛtune. Mallowing thus in the ſelfe conceipt ol his wicked⸗ 
neſſe, on a dap as he rode on hunting with certaine of his gentle⸗ 
men, he lkumbled by chaunce on a farmer houſe, whether as he 
roade to taſte a cup oftheir ſmal wine, koꝛ p the wether was hot, 
where he eſpied a woman homelp attired, of modeſt coũtenance, 
her face impoꝛting both loue and grauitie, who ſ&ing the Noble 
man appꝛoch, dying her chꝛiſtall cherkes with a vermillyon hue, 
after humble ſalutations bꝛought him in a countrie Cruſe ſuch 
dꝛinke as their Cottage did affazd,Calamus narromly marking 
the pꝛopoꝛtion of this country huſwike, courteouſly twke his 
teaue 4 departed, but the ſparkes ok luſt that had kindled a flame 
of deſite in his fancie , perplexed his mynde with ſundꝛie paſſi⸗ 
ons: Fo} calling to mind not onelp her exterioꝛ beautie, adoꝛned 
with ſundzie and ſeuerall graces, but alſo her inward perfection, 
wi bewzaying 
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bewꝛaping that ſhe was both wiſe and honeft, he fell into this 
conſideration with himſelfe: Foꝛ ſhame (Calamus) let not thy 
thoughts wander ina laberinth to be endleſſe: Seeing the flower 
ok thy youth hath bene ſpent in vpce, let the fruite ol thyne age 
onely ſauour of vertue: ifthe Gods had not the firſtlings of thy 
teres, pet let them haue thy gray head in pawne of a Sacriftcez 
- tyme is a retrayte from vanitie and vyce: thy fote is ſtepping to 
the graue, c opoꝛtunitie bids thee take hold ofrepentance, Venus 
is pꝛinted without wzinckles , as ſignifying ſhe is the Goddeſle 
of youth: what of this, fond fole,ſuppoſe thou wert poung, ſhalt 
thou therfoze wallow in intemperancie $ Doe not the Gods foꝛ⸗ 
bid thee to traue that p is another mis due: Are not voluptuous 
deſires to bee ſuppꝛeſſed as well in the young cyon as inche old 
tree: Is thy fancie ſo fickle as euery face muſt be vewed with af: 
fection : Fond man, thinke this that the poze man maketh as 
great account of his wife, as the greateſt Monarch in the woꝛld 
doch of an Empꝛeſſe:that honeſtie harbozs aſſone in a Cottage, 
as in the Court:that their mynds oppꝛeſſed with want, are frerd 
from the vanities of loue. Then Calamus, ceaſſe from theſe fri⸗ 
uolous ſuppoſitiõs, and ſeeke not ſo much as in thought to offer 
wꝛũg to ſo modeſt a womã, whoſe honeſt behauiour foꝛeſhewes 
that as ſhe is pe, ſo ſhe is chaſt, and holdeth as deare the pꝛice 
ak her kame as the ſtate of her life, No doubt Calamus, thou art 
become a holy Pꝛelate, that haſt ſo many pꝛecepts to refell that 
thou haſt alwaies followed: J's not loue a Loꝛd as well amongſt 
Beggars as Rings + Can not Cupid aſſwone hit a Shepheards 
hoke as a Scepter: Doth not pouertie by a natural inſight yeeld 
to the deſires of Nobilitie : Are womens faces alwaies Ralen- 
ders oftrueth$02 are their lokes (as Ouid affirmeth ) euer mind⸗ 
glaſſes : Na, the thoughts of women hang not alwaies in their 
eyes : diſſimulation is ſiſter to Ianus , and wanton appetite oft 
tetteth vnder the Paſke of Chaſtitie: Haſt thou hetherta not 
benerepulſed with any reſolute denyals, and ſhalt thou now bee 
outerthzowne with a ioke 2 No, foꝛward Calamus in thy pur⸗ 
poſe,triumph man and ſap as Cæſar did in his Conqueſts,veni, 
vidi, vici: The Noble man reſting vpon this wicked reſolution, 
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met by chaunte the huſband of the wife comming from plough: 
who ſeeing Calamus, did his duetie in moſt humble maner, yet 
hating him foꝛ that he knewe he was vicious: but he thinking to 
take opoztunitie at the rebound, thought now he had a very god 
meanes to know the diſpoſition ofthe woman and her huſbands 
name, that he might make repay2e thether to pꝛoſecute his wic⸗ 
ked purpoſe. He began therefoze to inquire of the man where he 
dwelt + The poꝛe Farmer that, calling to mynd hee had a faire 
wike, was not willing to tell the place of his abode, made an⸗ 
ſwere vppon the fo2reſt ſide, TAhat is he(quoth Calamus)that 
dwels at ponder grange place ( fo2 they were pet in viewe of the 
houſe)of what wealth, whoſe Tenaunt: and if thou canſt(quoth 
he) goe ſo karre, tell mee what pour neighbours ſay of his fap2e 
wife , The man who was amazed at this queſtion , ſuſpecting 
that which in derde pꝛoued true, though his apparel was ſimple, 
pet hauing a ſubtile wit made him this anſwere, The man mp 
Loꝛd is pœꝛe, but honeſt, his name Leſtio, a Farmer by p2ofeſ: 
fion, and pour in Copy holdiloued ok his neighbours, 
fo2 that he neither enuieth his ſuperiouts, noꝛ grudgeth at his e⸗ 
qualles:fauoured of the Gods, in p amidſt his pouertie he hath a 
contented mynd, and a wife that is beautifull , wiſe and honeſt: 
whoſe life mp Loꝛd is ſo vertuous, that our coũtrey wines take 
her actions as a pꝛeſident, wherby to gouerne their fame & credit: 
inſomuch that ſhe is not fo much pꝛalſed fo her beautie, as ſhee 
is reuerenced koꝛ her chaſtitie, Calamus contented th this repipe 
roade his way, and the poꝛe man in adumpe went home to his 
wife, to whome hee reuealed the effect of Calamus demaund: 
the willing her huſband to repoſe his wonted truſt in her good 
behauiour, quieted his mynd with the hope of her conſtancie:but 
the like reſt happened not their Landlozd : foꝛ he incenſed by the 
pꝛaiſes ofher vertues, fel into ſuch a reſtleſſe Chaos ot confuſed 
paſſions, that he could take no reſt till y night was paſſed in bro. 
ken flumbers:the next mozning taking Lone only fox his guide, 
he went to the Farmers houſe, where finding her with one of her 
mapdes in the midſt ol her hulwikerie, he ſtod a pꝛetie while ta⸗ 
king a view of her exquilite perkectiõ, till at the laſt god 1 * e⸗ 
per 
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foped him, ( who nothing diſmated with his pꝛeſence, koꝛ that be: 
ing fozewarned ſhe was fozearmed ) gaue him after herhomely 
faſhion a Countrep welcome: The Noble man ſat downe , and 
finding ſome talke,fo2 that now he knewe ſhe was his Tenant, 
began to talke ot her Lgaſe and other matters, that by a long in: 
ſinuation he might the better fall to his purpoſe, The paze wo⸗ 
man whoſe name was Cratyna, was as buſie as a Bee to ſet be⸗ 
foze Calamus ſuch Countrep iunckets as the Plough affa2ds, 
t made fewe anſwers. till at laſt her Landloꝛd after he had taſted 
of her delicates, taking her by the hand framed his ſpeech in this 
maner , Tenant(foz ſo I thinke J may beſt tearme thee) J will 
not make a long harueſt fo2 a ſmall crop, noꝛ goe about to pull 
a Hercules thw on Achilles fte: Ozations are niedleſſe where 
necellitie foxceth , and the ſhoꝛteſt pzeamble is beſt where loue 
puts in his plea: therefoze omitting all frivolous p2attle,knowe 
that as well at the ſight of thy beautie, as by the repozt of thyne 
honeſtie, affection hath ſo fettered me in the ſnares of fancie, that 
fo2 mp beſt refuge J am come ta thy ſwette ſ&fe to craue a ſalue 
fo2 thoſe paſſions þ no other can appeaſe, Jdenyenot but thou 
haſt both loue and lawe to withhold thee from this perſwaſion, 
and pet wee knowe women haue their ſeuerall friends: Venus 
though ſhe loues with one eye, yet ſhe tan lake with che other. 
Cupid is neuer ſo vnpꝛouided but he hath two Arrowes of one 
temper : offences are not meaſured by the pzopention but by the 
ſecrecie:ſi non caſte tamen caute:if not chaſtly pet charely:thou 
mayſt both winne a friend and pꝛeſerue thy kame, yea Tenaunt, 
ſuch a friend whoſe countenance ſhall ſhzoude thee from enuie, 
and whoſe plentie ſhall free thee from penurie. J will not ſtand 
longer vpon this poynt, let it ſuffice that in louing me thou ſhalt 
reape p2erpcinft, & in denying mp ſuite purchaſe to thy huſband 
and thy ſelf ſuch a hatefull enemie, as to requite thy denyall will 
ſeeke to pꝛeiudite thee with al miſhap, nunc vtrum horum ma- 
uis accipe. | 
Cratyna, who knewe the length ofhis arrowe by the bent of 
his bowe(reſolued rather to taſte ot any miſerie,then fo2 lucre to 
make ſhipwꝛacke of her chaſtitie ) returned 2 this youre 
3 02 
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ſhoꝛt anſwer. In deede my Loꝛd, a leſſe harueſt might haue ſer⸗ 
uer foꝛ ſo bad toꝛne, that how warely ſo euer you gleane it, will 
ſcarce pꝛoue woꝛth the reaping:true it is, that pꝛeambles are fri- 
uvlous that perſwade men to ſuch follies: and therfoze had your 
honour ſpared this ſpeech, pour tredite had bene the mote and 
pour labour leſſe: if vpon the ſodaine my beautie hath inueagled 
vou, (foꝛ as. fo my vertuepou hazard but a ſuppoſe, ſith oftimes 
repoꝛt hath a bliſter on her tongue) Jmuſt needes blame pour 
eye that is bleared with euery obiect, and accuſe ſuch a mynd as 
ſulfereth honour to bee ſuppꝛeſſed with affedion: and mp Loꝛd, 
ſone ripe ſone rotten: hot loue is ſone cold: the fancies of men 
are like fire in ſtrawe, that flameth in aminut and ceaſſeth in a 
moment: but to returne pou a denpall with pour owne obiection, 
trueth it is that J am tyed to mp huſband both by loue and law: 
which to vyolate, both the Gods and nature foꝛbids me, vnleſſe 
by death: Venus may loue and loke how the lift, and at laſt pzoue 
her ſelfe but a wanton:her inoꝛdinat affections are no pꝛeſidents 
ny to direct yne actions: and where as you ſap, offences 
are meaſured by the ſecrecie, J anſwer, that euery thing is tranſl: 
parent to the ſight of the Gods, their devine eyes pearce into the 
heart and the thoughts, and they meaſure not reuenge by digni⸗ 
tie, but by iuſtice: fo2 pꝛeferment, knowe my Loꝛd there is no 
greater riches then content, noꝛ no greater honour then quiet: J 
eſteeme moꝛe of fame then of gold, and rather choſe to dye chat 
then liue rich: thꝛeatnings are fmal perſwaſtons, and little is her 
honeſtie that pꝛeferreth life befoze credit. Therfoze,may it pleaſe 
pour honour, this is my determined reſolution, which take from 
me as an Dꝛacle, that as pꝛeferment Hall neuer perfwade me to 
be vnchaſt, ſo death ſhall neuer dilwade me from bei eſt. 
Calamus hearing this rough replye of his Ter; was dꝛi⸗ 


uen into a marueilous choller, ſo that ſcarce affw2ding her a fare⸗ 
well he flung out of the doꝛes, and going to hoꝛſe he hyed home 
to the Court. The godwile glad that he toke the matter ſain 
ſnuffe, commaunded her mayde to ſay nothing to her maiſter, 
leaſt it Gould any thing diſquiet his mynd. But Calamus who 
was 3 of this denyall, thought that the Cüttie which 
would 
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would not yeeld at the parlie, might be conquered by an aſfaule; 
and that which intreatie could not commaund, foꝛce would con⸗ 
ſtrayne: therefoze ſeeing her huſband had no leaſe of his houſe, 
but was a Tenant at wil, he commaunded his Steward, whom 
he made pꝛiuie to his pꝛactiſe, to giue him warning: but with this 
pꝛouiſo, that if his wife were found tractable, then he ſhould re⸗ 
mapne there till, The Steward kulſtlling his Loꝛds command, 
pꝛoued ſtraight by experience, that it was as poſſible to foꝛce the 
ſtreame ag ainſt his courſe ,o2 the earth to aſcend from his Cen- 
ter, as to dꝛawe her mynd from vertue and honeſtie:and therfoze 
contrary to al lawe and conſcience dep2iued them of their liuing. 
The poꝛe man, after his wife had made him pꝛiuie to the cauſe 
of their ſodayn calamitie,toke it very patiently, and choſe rather 
toline pozelp content, then richly diſcretited: ſothat the pzefixey 
tyme of his departure being came, hee quietly parted from the 
Farme to a Cottage, where his wife and he liued as perfect L o« 
uers in vnkayned affection. 
Calamus ſeeing this pollicie toke ſmaltefitc, impatient ſtill 
in his reſtleſſe paſſtons,accompanyed one day with ſiue oz ſire of 
his men, taking the aduauntage of the tyme, parfozce bought 
Cratyna away to his Pallace, and pziuilie left two of his men in 
Ambuſh to kil Leſtio. The neighbours hearing of this miſchief; 
ſecretlp ſent to Leſtio where he was at plough,* fozwarned him 
of all that Calamus had done and intended. The pooze man ſee: 
ing that to ſtriue with him was to ſhoote againſt the Heauens, 
preferring life befoze wealth, euen as he was apparelled went 
farre from the place of his reſidence , and as a man in diſtrefſe 
ſeeking ſeruice went to a Collyar who intertapned and gaue 
him ſuch wages as he deſerued, where quietly, although diſquie⸗ 
ted in mynd fo2 the abſence of his wife,he paſt a fewe daies. Di⸗ 
uers were pooze Leſtios thoughts: foz when hee conſidered the 
chaſtitieofhis wife, ſuſpition hid her face koꝛ ſhame:but when he 
fawe that womeas thoughts are aſppꝛing and gape after p2e- 
ferment,and that the greateſt aſſault to honeſtie is honoz, he be⸗ 
gan to frowne: ſo that thus betweene dꝛead and hope he lived 
diſquieted. But pooze.Cratyna whoſe miſerie un; by 
0 caring 
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hearing ok her Huſbands miſhap, powyed out ſuch continual 
fountaynes of teares,as not only Calamus, but al men twke pit⸗ 
tie of her playnts . But the vnbꝛidled furie of luſt, that while it 
runs headlong into a laberinth of miſchiefes, feeleth no remozce, 
had no conſideration of her daylie ſoꝛowes, but reſolued, if not by 
intreatie, at leaſt by foꝛte to come to the end ot his laſtiuious de⸗ 
ſire, Mhich refolution being knowne to Cratyna:from pꝛayers 
the went to pollicie, and therefoꝛe on the ſodapne became moꝛe 
courteous, deſiring Calamus that he would giue her ſome ſpace 
to fozxcether olde loue and intertaine a newe choyce : He whoſe 
fancie was ſomewhat appeaſed with this god ſpeech, graunted 
her the tearme of a moneth with free libertie to walke in the gar: 
den and els where at her pleaſure,Cratyna enioping her with ſo 
foꝛtunatly, taking tyme by the fozchead, early in a mozning ſtole 
Tecretly from the Pallace aud fled into the Countrey , where in 
the day tyme hyding her amonglt buſhes, and in che night traue⸗ 
ling as faſt as ſhe could, at laſt fhe came to the place where her 
huſband was wikh the Collpar: 6 there chaunging her apparell 
into the atty2e of a man, and her head bzauely ſhozne, the became 
a handſome ſtripling: The next day comming to the Colepits 
the demaunded ſeruice , The maitter Collyar ſeeing the youth 
well faced had pittie ol his want, and intertayned him: and fo2 
that Leſtio his man wanted one to dziue his Cart, he appoynted 
Cratynato attend vpon him She thanking the Gods that bleft 
her with fo fauourable a ſeruice, was bzought to the ſight of Le- 
ſtio and committed to his charge. Leſtio pittying the paze eſtate 
of ſuch a young youth , noting narrowly the lyniaments of her 
face, tell into ſighes, and from ſighes to teares, fo2 the remem- 
bꝛance of his fwete Cratyna: who in deve pittyingher hul⸗ 
bands plapnts, in that ſhe was a true deuiner ofhis thoughts, 
could not(as womens ſecrets-oft hang at the tip of their tungs) 
but bewꝛay to her huſband what ſhe was: who when he perfect- 
ly knewe his wife ſo ſtraungely metamozphoſed, what foz ioye 
ok her pꝛeſence, and ſozrowe that Foztune had made them both 
thus vnhappie, he fell into deeper tomplaynts, till appeaſed 

his wife, they went merely to their wozke, Fi q 
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But Calamus miſſing Cratyna, and after diligent ſearch per: 
cetuing ſhe was ſtole away, fel into ſuch a melancholick humour, 
that his ſeruants thought him halfin a frenʒie: e commaunded 
hoꝛſe to be made out into euery hye wap, al paſſages to be ſtopt, 
euery womã to be examined, but in vayne: which fo increaſed his 
furie, that taking his hoꝛſe he roade vp and downe the Countrey 
as one halte mad, but found not that which he fought fo: ar laſt, 
Foꝛtune enuping the happineſſe of Leſtio and his wife, bꝛought 
him where the Collpars were at wozke,and a pꝛetie ſpace befoꝛe 
hee tame at the pit hee met Cratyna : who ſeeing Calamus,al- 
though he had difguyſed himſelfe, becauſe he would ride vnkno- 
wen pet perfectly perceived what he was, andcherefoze would 
willingly haue bene out of his companie: but he called vnto her, 
and ſhe hauing her lether Coate all duſtie, and her \weete face al 
te ſmeared with coales , was the bolder to goe, and demaunded 
ofhim what he wanted: Calamus inquired it ſuch a woman paſt 
not that way: Hes marp(quoth Cratyna)there paſt ſuch a one in 

deede, who as ſhe repoꝛted fled.from Calamds, foꝛ that the No- 
ble man would have reft her of her chaftiie Canft thoutell my 
friend(quoth he) whether ſhe is gone: and if J could(quoth Cra. 
tyna)thinke not ſo little courteſie in me as to bewap her: foꝛ bp 
thy ſtraight inquirie J percetue thou art ſeruant to that diſhono⸗ 
rable Calamus;that ſpareth neither wife noz widdowe to ſatilfie 
his vnbꝛidled luſt. Calamus not bxoking thefe hard ſpaches al⸗ 
licchted from his hozſe, thinking to haue wel bumbaſted the boyt 
who as faſt as he could fled to the Colepit. The Collpars ſeeing 
their boy(whom foz his god behautour they al generally loued) 
to be miſuſed by a ſeruingman, toe their whips in their hands 
and deniaunded of Calamus what he ment to offer vpolence to 
any of their companie:fo2 that (quoth he)the boy hath greatly a⸗ 
buſed me. Cratyna told tht᷑ al the whole matter: which knowne, 
the Collyars wiſht him ik he were well to be packing. Calamus 
ſeeing amongſt ſuch an vnruly companie he could not mend him 
file. , went his way with a flea in his eare: and as he roade, per⸗ 
teiued where Leſtio lay a ſleepe, who was not ſo diſguyſed but 


he knewe him perfectly : therefoze — when he did 1 — 
art 
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learne ſome thing out of him, e ſo turning his hoꝛſe into a Cloſe 
hard by, reſted himſelfe behind a buſh:Long he had nat ſitten be⸗ 
foe Cratyna came merely whiſtling with her Cart, and told her 
huſband all what had happened, who both ſmwled that the Mo⸗ 
ble man had ſuch rough intertapnment , as alſo that ſhe was ſp 
cleane out of fauour, Calamus who ouerheard them, and percei⸗ 
ued that the youth whom he toke faz a ſtripling was Cratyna 
the poze mans wife, felt ſuch a remoꝛte in his couſcience foz offe- 
ring vpolence to ſo vertuous and chaſt a mpnd, that aſſwne as 
they were gone he poſted as faſt as he could to the Court, where 
Menon the Grandfather of my Loꝛd Vliſſes then raigned as 
Pꝛince, and reuealed vatohim the whole matter: who greatly 
pleafed with the diſcourſe , deſirous to ſee ſo honeſt a wife , pꝛe⸗ 
ſently diſpatcht a Purſeuant to commaund the Collpar to bzing 
bis man Leſtio and his bop befo2ze the King. The Purſeuant 
ſparing no hozſefleſh , came ſo faſt from the Court that he founy 
—— 11 
red, pork Cratyna, ared (ome new miſkoztunez 
pet cheering her ſelf, the better co-comfozt her huſband, they wẽt 
with the Purſeuant to the Court 2 where being bzought befoze 
Menon and Calamus, he there complapned of the Collyar how 
he had abuſed him in mayntayning his bop to giue him ill lan⸗ 
guage. The Collyar (as a man amazed) confeſſed. his faylt,bus 
vnwittingly, foz that he knew him not: and therefoze Ca- 
lamus to bee his god Loꝛd and maiſter. Menon, who all this 
while had his eye on Cratyna, aſked her what he was: May it 
pleaſe your Grace (quoth ſhe) I am ſeruant ta this man who is 
owner of the pit, but vnder this other who is ouerſeer ol my 
wozk:Do then (quoth the King) you ſerue two maiſterg, the one 
by day, the other by night: Nap my Liege ( quoth Cratyna)but 
one maiſter,fo2 we make ſmal account oł any ſeruice that is done 
in the night. How ſay you ſirha(quoth the Ring to Leſtio) is not 
this boy pour man: No my Lozd (quoth he) only mp bedfellowe, 
and that is all the ſeruice I craue at his hands. At this anſwere 
the Ring and Calanus ſmyled; and Cratyna fearing ſhe was 
viſcauered began to bluſh: which Menon percepuing, 3 
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ded ol her of what age ſhe was: About eighterne my liege(quoth. 
ſhe) Menon willing to tryc then what the euent would be:tolde 
the Collpar that he and his man, ko that their faults were tho⸗ 
rowe ignoꝛance, might get them home: but foꝛ pour bop(quoth 
the King) ſeeing he is ſo poung and well faced J meane to make 
him my page. The Colipar was glad he was ſo diſpatcht, but 
pm2e Leſtio though aboundaunce of griefe was almoſt dziuen 
into an extaſie, ſo y chaunging colour he could ſcarce ſtand on his 
legges: which Cratyna perceiuing, ſeeing now Foꝛtune had 
done her woꝛſt, reſolued to ſuffer all miſeries whatſoeuer, fell 
downe vp her knees, and vnfoulded to the Ring what ſhe was, 
and from point to point viſcourſed what had happened betweene 
her and Calamus , intermedling her ſpe&ches with ſuch a foun⸗ 
taine of teares,as the Ring pittying her playnts, willed her to be 
of good cheere: koꝛ none in all his Kingdome ſhould offer her any 
vpolence. Calamus in the behalfe of Cratyna thanked the King, 
with pꝛomiſe befoze his highneſſe that the vertuous and chaſt 

| ol her mynd had made ſuch a mexamozpholis of his 
foziner thoughts, that not onelp he was content co bꝛidle his af: 
fections , but to indow her with ſuch ſufficient lands and poſſeſ⸗ 
ſions, as might very wel maintapne her in the ſkate of a Gentle⸗ 
woman. The Ring pꝛayſing Calamus foz his gad mpud, wil- 
ling to be an ao? in this Camedie, commaunded bis Steward 
to furniſh them with apparell, and afterward to conuay them ta 
Calamus Pallace, where they liued long after in pꝛoſperous 
and happie eſtate, 185 . 

The tale was long and the night was to farre ſpent to runne 
ann further deſcant on ſo god a playne ſong, and therefoze Pe- 
nelope hauing finiſhed her taſke went ta her lodging. 


The third nights diſcourſe. 
Ta day no ſoner appeared, but actoꝛding to their ouſd cu⸗ 


ſtome, the noble men of Ithaca repaired to the Pallace of 

* Penelope, who fapning her ſelfnot wel, kept her Chiber, 
which her ſonne Jelemachus efpping, caried  Lozvg with him 
G2 on 
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on hunting, ſo that that day they paſt away in che ſleld in chaſe of 
ſuch wild beaſts as foꝛtune by chaunce offred them as game:ſup- 
ping with Telemachus after their diſpoꝛt at a grangehouſe th:& 
mples diſtant from Ithaca, they had no ſaner taken their repaſt, 
but enery man hied home to his owne houle, and Telemachus 
poſted as faſt as he could to his mother, whome he found at ſup- 
per with her Rourſe, where he difcourſed vnto her how they had 
ſpent 5; dap in hunters paſtime , with euery accident yp happened 
in the chaze. Penelope had no ſaner ſupt, but taking cuſtome fox 
a lawe, ſhe left her Sonne with one oz two ol his companions in 
the dyning chamber: and accompanied with her Nourle,and her 
Maydes went to her woꝛke: where falling to their wonted take, 
ſith the laſt night they had a checke fo2 their ouer much pꝛattle, 
they held elues (ent, 


* * 


new cuftome began to zeake 


both Jliked the tale fo: the good ſpeeches, and the yoozeimans 
wife foz her great honeſtie, who by the conſtancie of her mynd, 


not only pꝛeſerued her god fame, but rerlaymed the Noble man 
es his eee gre verp wo 
to pour foꝛmer pꝛin iple:no vertue to begreater in a woman thẽ 
Chaſtitie Now Nurſe (quoth Penelope) that J haue heard 
pour opinion, to the diſcouerie of ſilence. Demaratus an Em⸗ 
baſſadour of Corinth, being demãded of Olimpias Philips wife 
how the Ladies ot his Countrey behaued themſelues: anlwered 
they were ſilent , compꝛehending vnder this woꝛd all other ver⸗ 
tues: as though woman which were moderate in ſpeech could 
alſo moderate her affections, Plato callech women that are bab- 


lers 
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lers theues ok tyme: And Plutarke compareth them to emptie 
veſſels , which giue a greater ſound then they which are full : ſa 
that wanting inward vertues to beautiſte the mynd, they ſerke to 
winne pꝛaiſe by outward pꝛattle. 

It ſcemeth (ſaith Bias) that Nature by foztefping the tongue, 
would teach how pꝛecious and neceſſarie a vertue ſilence is: foꝛ 
ſhe hath placed befoze it the Bulwarke of the teeth, that if it will 
not obey reaſon, which being within ought to ſerue in ſteade of a 
bꝛidle to ſtay it from pꝛeut᷑ting the thoughts, we might reſtraine 
and chaſtice ſuch impudent babling by byting. And therkoꝛe, ſaith 
he, we haue two eyes and two eares, that thereby we may learne 
to heare & ſee much moꝛe then is ſpoken, A woman, faith Che- 
rillus, that ſeeketh to encreaſe her honour and fame, firſt ought 
to pꝛactiſe ſilence , then to indeuour how to talke : fo2 the one is 
naturall,the other a vertue got by vertuous education, Phocion 
hearing an Noble woman of Athens vſe much talke, at aban- 
quec, which ſhe ſet foꝛth in many eloquentphzaſes, and being 
demaunded of one how he liked her ſp&ch: Mp friend ( quoth he) 
her woꝛds may be compared to Cipꝛes trees that are great and 
tall, but beare no kruite wozth any thing. Portia the wife of Bru- 
tus hearing apooze woman vſe much talke in her pꝛeſence, cal- 
led her aſide and gaue her money ta holde her peace, being aſha- 
med that any woman ſhould be accuſed of babling. The Em⸗ 

» baſſavours of Carthage being ſent to Scipio, who being newly 
departed from Rome, were notwithſtanding ſumptuorfly inter⸗ 
tapned by his wife, who ſitting a whole ſuppertyme without vt- 
tering any wozde,being demaunded ofthe Carthaginians what 
newes they ſhould carrie tu Haniball: tell him quath ſhe) þ Sci- 
pio hath a wife that knoweth how to be ſilent, Cæſar the migh- 
tie Monarch of the woꝛld was wont to ſay , that ſilence vſed in 
due tyme and place was a pꝛofound wiſedome , a ſober and mo⸗ 
deft thing and full ol deepe ſecrets, Wozds (ſayth Mœnander) 
hath wings, and are pꝛeſently diſperſed euery where, and many 
repent that they haue ſyokẽ, but neuer that they hold their peace. 
The Cittie of Athens was deſtroyed by Silla the Romaine 
Dictator, who by his eſppals , was rr ofthe * 
8 3 
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of certaine women wathing of their cloathes, where they talked 
of a certaine place in the Towne that was weake and wozft de- 
fended. Many inconueniences grow of the intemperancie ofthe 
tongue, as diſſention and ſtrife m a houſe, whereas contrarywiſe 
nothing moze appealeth choller no2 ſheweth modeſtie then ſi⸗ 
lence, To confirme the which, J will rehearſe a pleaſant and dex 
lightfull Hiſtozi ie. 
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e hiſtoꝛiographers whoſe Anual Recozds makes men⸗ 
tion of that auncient Cittie ot Delphos, where Apollo 
deliuered his D2acles, ſets downe as chzonicled foꝛ truth, 
that ſometyme there raigned as chief and gouernour of the Cit- 
tie one Ariamenes, a Pitnce, wiſe, as ſeated in a plate where the 
meaneſt inhabitaunt was able to diſcourſe of wiſedome ; rich, as 
indewed with ſuch and ſo large poſſeſſions that all his bozyzing 
neighbours were inferiour to him in wealth and reuenewes: and 
foꝛtunate, fo2 that he had thꝛee Sonnes honourable, as diſcen- 
ded from ſuch parentage, and vertuous,as ſauouring of their fa- 
thers pꝛudent education. Ariamenes bleft thus euery way with 
earthly fauours , ſ&ing his gray heares were ſammons vnto 
death, ind that ole age the true limiter of tyme, pꝛeſented vnto 
him the figure ok his moꝛtalitie, that he was come krom the Cra⸗ 
dle to the Crouch, and from the Crouch had one legge in the 
graue: knowing that the kingdome of Delphos was not a Mo- 
narchie that fell by inheritaunce, but that he might as well ap: 
poynt his youngeſt ſonne ſucceſſoꝛ as his eldeſt, being affected to 
them all alike : was perplexed with contrary paſſions , to which 
of the thzee he ould bequeath ſuch a Ropall Legacie, fith by 
ſuch an equall pꝛopoꝛtion F oꝛtune had inriched them with fa: 
yours , Nature, who is little partiall in ſuch peculiare iudge⸗ 
ments , was by the ſeuerall thoughts that troubled Ariamenes 
head, almoſt ſet at an non plus: inſomuch that the olve Ring 
d2iuen into a Dylemma, fell into this conſideration,  - 
That all his ſonnes were married to women deſcended from 


honozable 
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Honorable parents, and that ſith his Sounes were ſo equall in 
their vertues , he was to meaſure his affection by the conditions 
of their wines: fo2 he knew that Rings in their gouernment pꝛo⸗ 


ued oft ſuch Julkiciartes as þ god oꝛ ill diſpoſition of their wines 


did affo2d ; fo2 the greateſt Monarches haue bene ſubiec to the 
plauſible perſwaſions of women, and Pꝛinces thoughts are oft 
tyed to the wings ol beautie. The Emperour Commodus had 
neuer bene ſo hated in Rome fot his tyꝛannies, had he not bene 
picked foꝛ ward to ſuch wickedneſſe by his wife, Marcus Aure⸗ 
lius the true perfect pꝛeſident of a Pꝛince, conteſſed, that hardly 
be could withſtand the allurements of Fauſtina. The enuie of 
a woman hangs in the bꝛow of her huſband,and fo the reuenge 
of an enemie ſhe palleth not fo2 the loſle of a frend. Thele things 
conſidered, Ariamenes was thus reſolued fo; himſelfe , to be⸗ 
ſtome the kingdome on that ſonne whoſe wife was found to bee 
malt vertuous , Therefoze after this determined reſolution hee 
pelently diſpatched meſſengers to his Donnes in their ſeuerall 
P2ouinces,that they particularly accompanied with their wines 
ſhauld meete him at Delphos, with general commaund alſo that 
his Nobilitie ſhould make haſtie repayꝛe to that Cittie, The 
Kings commaund being put in execution, his Sonnes to ſigni⸗ 
fie their duetiful obedience, ſped them to the Court, where being 
come befo2etheir father, Ariamenes after he had ſit a while in a 
mule with himlelfe, fell into thele ſpeeches, 

 Nature(Sonnes)theperfec miſtreſſe of affections tyeth the 
father to his childzen with ſuch a ſtrickt league, that loue admit⸗ 
teth no partialitie, no2 fancie b2oketh any difference, but a iuſt 
pꝛopoꝛtion of good will is miniſtred if the parties haue equalitie 
in their vertues. Marcus Portius Cato who was a father of ma⸗ 
ny childꝛen, was wont to ſap, that the loue of a father as it was 
Royall, ſo it ought to be impartiall, neither declyning to the one 
no top other, but as derdes doe merite. Elius Tubero-who had 
ſixteene childzen of his owne bodie, at his death made equall di⸗ 
ftribution both of gads & lands alike to them all: and being de. 
maunded why he did not giue his eldeſt Sonne the greater poz« 
tian, made this anlwer . And is not the youngeſt allo the * 
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ol Tubero. This I ſpeake fo2 that age telling me that nature of 
foꝛte will clapme her due, and that many peeres as Harbingers 
p2onides me my long home, being father to you all, and equally 
affected, ſith no difference cfbirth, but of vertues makes excep⸗ 
tion, willing to leaue one to ſit in my ſeate that may gouerne the 
Monarchie and Ringdome of Delphos , and vnwilling to dif: 
place any, if Loꝛdſhip would bꝛoke any fellowſhip : Perplexed 
thus with a cumbat betweene nature and neceſſitie, I haue thus 
reſolued to pleaſe all, chat ſeeing pou are maried, and a vertuous 
wife is a great ſtay to a Pꝛince, befoze the Nobles E Commons 
of Delphos here pꝛeſent, I o daine that which ol vou can pꝛoue 
pour wife tobe moſt vertuous þ ſame ſhal ſucteede in my Ring⸗ 
dome: therefoze let me heare what euery ont tan ſay fo: himſelf, 
Ariamenes fttoke a great maze into his Sonnes mynds at 
this ſpeech: pet fo that obedience willed them to thiuke their fa: 
thers cenſure inuiolable, with free conſent they committed their 
haps to him that is the def beſtower of. vertues , and the eldeſt 
began to fap fo2 his wife in this maner, KOBE 
Though right mightie Soueraine and father your will hath 
abꝛidged me of that which nature hach giuen me without excep⸗ 
tion:pet holding your command fo2 a conſtraynt, and pour wozy 
foꝛ a lawe, knowing that the thoughts of Pꝛintes ought to bee 
peremptoꝛie, I meane not to aime at the Crowne vnder the title 
of birthꝛight, but by the pꝛeſwent ol my wines vertues, Thus 
much therkoꝛe can J ſay fo2 my ſelf:that if the true felicitie wheres 
of Ariſtotle talketh in his Ethickes, might be boũded oz limited 
within the compaſſe of mariage, that (were the Perypatetion a⸗ 
liue ) he would ſet me downe as a perticuler inſtance ofhis hap⸗ 
pineſſe. Fo2,to begin with the giftsofnacure,the eye, the perfect 
Judge of colours. is able to teſtifie that ſhe is moſt beautifull, ſa 
raced with exteriour fauours, as well in the pozpoztion of her 
bodie, as in the perfect lyniaments of her face, that hard it were 
fo2 enuie to denye her the ſuperiozitie. Foz the gifts ofthe mynd 
indewed with ſondꝛie god parts and moſt excellent and rare ver: 
tues, ſo that it is in queſtion whether Nature o2 education hath 
ſthewed the greater cunning z wike, obedient, duetikull andchaſk, 
| | ag 
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as fame is able (blowne in euery mans eare) to manifeſt+fo2 the 
gifts of fo2tune, deſcended of honourable parentage:rich, as the 
Downie giuẽ at the mariage day can witneſſe, and not barraine: 
ſo that by allowing her the ſucceſſion, your Pighneſſe is ſure ta 
be ſeene in pour poſteritie as in a glaſſe. But: As the eldeſt was 
readie to goe fozward in his demonſtratiue kind of declayming, 
his wife feeling alreadie in conceipt what a ſugred obiec þ ſight 
of a Crowne were, burſt fo2th on the ſodayn into theſe ſpeeches, 

My huſband(mapy it pleaſe your IHighneſſe)hath made a long 
inſinuation intermedled with a frinolous diuiſion of nature and 
Foztune, whereas the playnſong being true needeth not ſuch a 
Muſicall deſcant:foz ſir, ſeeing the matter ſtandeth vpon vertue, 
the Touchſtone your Highnes hath appopnted to try our titles: 
A referre my ſelf tothoſe whom fame hath made to glozie in my 
weldoings: and ſeeing the deſire of a Crowne may pzoue mp 
Huſbands plea partiall, J mp ſelfe haue ſtept in, referring my 
cauſe to the generall repozt ofthe wozld, both fo2 obedience and 
chaſtitie, the two ſpeciall oznaments that gardeth and pꝛeſerueth 
a womans honour: J will not inueigh againſt the vertuous dif: 
politiou of my lifters, ſith enuiein a woman is like a pibble ſtone 
ſet in the pureſt gold. But thus much. 2 
Ann as ſbe was readie to goe foꝛ ward, grudging at this ſelfe 
tonteipt, her ſecond ſiſter taking the matter in ſnuffe,and ſtaring 
to earneſtly at the hope of a Crowne, fozgat her ſelf and fel into 
theſe chollerick paſſions, | 
- Siſter, what nerdeth ſo long aharueſt to ſo ſmall a crop: val- 
lie how pou lift, Hercules ſhae will neuer ſerue a childes fte: 
ſelfeloue is no vercue: they which woze the Garlands in Olym- 
pus, were foꝛbidden to be at the breaking downe of the Lawzellz 
and the fwliſh conceipt Nyobe had in her ſelfe was her owne o⸗ 
uerthzowe , They which pꝛaiſe themſelues are like to the Peas 
cock,that glozping in the beautie of her gliſtring plumes, no ſw⸗ 
ner lokes at her feete but ſhe lets downe her feathers . Ill be⸗ 
ſeemes it a Gretian Dame, eſpecially of Delphos, tu be Peralt 
of her owne actions: but his Maieſtie map thinke the playntile 
hath ſmall friends, when he himſelle is * play the * 
— | 6 
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tate. To auoyde which ſuppoſition, youreferre his Highnefld 
to the generall fame ofthe Countrey,that aboue the reſt pou ex⸗ 
cede in obedience and chaſtitie: Take heede Siſter, fame hath 
two faces, and in that reſembleth tyme, readie as well to back- 
byte as to flatter : therefoze they which build their vertuevppon 
repoꝛt, doe alledge but a bad p2ofe, But leauing your reaſons to 
his Highnelle conſiveration,thus fo: my ſelfe, I ſetnot my wo 
name at ſo ſmall a pꝛice, as to hazard it vpon the chaunce of the 
tongue, that of all other members is moſt vncertapne: although 
Jam ſure my boꝛdʒing neighbours ſo eſteme ot my doings, as 
they take my vertues fo) a pꝛeſident ot their actions: but J hope 
pour Highneſle doth conſider p ſuch tree ſuch kruit, chat the liuely 
pourtraiture of the parents is as in a Chꝛiſtall manikeſted in the 
childꝛen:that nature is the beſt touchſtone of life: that education 
and nurture are as god as the Chyifocoll to diſcerne Minerals: 
ſa they ofmaners, Then right mightie Pꝛince, Jfirlk fo2 pzofe 
of mp vertuous diſpoſition lay downe the honozable and happie 
lifeofmp Parents ſo well oꝛdꝛed, that fame and enuie bluſheth 
being me vp (amy porth wich —- — 
my X os 
uer mp tender peeres, J referveto pour Maieſtte, as by willing 
pour ſecond ſanne to match in ſo meane a famelie: ſinre the rites 
vf mariage were telebꝛated my huſbands depoſition ſhall mani- 
keſt, The eldeſt Siſter hearing how cunningly and yet crokevlp 
this pꝛetie Oꝛatreſſe aimed at y matter,could not ſuffer to heart 
. replye , and herefoze went thus roundly 
£0 2. 

Bier ill might Phillis haue blamed Dydo fo her folly ſich 
che her ſelfe intertayned ſtragling Demophon fo; a friend: The 
Cynicks that inueighed againſt other mens faults were felvome 
rulpable in the ſame cryme: they which will haue their cenſures 
peremptozie , muff not build their reaſons on vncertaine pꝛinci⸗ 
ples; therefoze wipe pour noſe on pour owne ſſeeue, and it you 
ſpye where my ſhae wings me, loke to the length ol your own 
lat: foꝛ in objecting ſelfeloue to me you fall a ſleæpe in the ſwete: 

cunteiꝑt of your owne pꝛatſe: which in derde W to 
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wn enche crm of fame, fth your veſerts dreſs Int s 
repoꝛt is blind on that ſide which lokes to your vertues:the fozce 
h ok pour reaſons dzawed from the authozitie of pzopagation , al- 
| ledging nature and nurture fo2 pꝛofes of pour vertues , are to 
lixht to coſtterpaiſe with a Crowne:fo2 we oft ſee that Natures 
only erro? is found in the dillimilituve oflinage : ſo that the tree 
bringing fo2th fayze bloſſomes , yet the blomes may either bee 
mipped in the bud with vntimely weather, 02 hindzed with Cat⸗ 
terpillers,that it neuet pꝛoue gud and perfeit fruite. The Cedar 
trie is fap2e of it ſelle, but the fruite either none o2 very bad: Tis 
| no opinion to ſay a god father a gad child, in that tyme oft ma- 
keth an alteration of Nature. But pour huſband was tomman⸗ 
ded to haue pleaded pour intereſt: marie J feare his tonſcience 
tels him the Crowne hangs to hye foz his reach, lich he miſt be 
fapne to attayne to it by pout vertues, .. 
 befoze the Ring, began to bluſhi which Arlamenes eſpying no⸗ 
ting in her face the very purtraiture of vertue, demaunded of her 
why hearing her Sisters fo hatt by che earesfo2 a Crowne ſhe 
Cay nothing: her anſwere was thus byiefe and pithie , Ie chat 
Ped # Crowne gettech care is & not follie then to hunt after 
lle. The Ring dwking koꝛ a longer viſcourſt, aw ſevitig tontra⸗ 
rie to his expectation that ihe was onely ſhozt and werte, pyoſe- 
tuted ſtill in queſtioning, and vemainibed what vertues the had 
that might veſerue ſo royal a benefice, This(quoth ſhr)that wyẽ 
others talke, pet being a woman J can hold my peace, Ariame- 
nes and all the Nobtlitte of Delphos wondzed at the modeſtie 
ofthe young Ladie, that contrarie to her naturall diſpoſition 
could ſo well bꝛidle her affections ; Theretoꝛe debating the mat⸗ 
ter betwirt them which of the three were moſt vertuous : al⸗ 
though they found by pꝛole that the other Ladies were both o⸗ 
bedient and chaſt : yet fo2 that they wanted ſilence , which (ſayd 
Ariamenes) compꝛehended in it all other vertues , they miſt of 
the cuſhion, and the King created his youngeſt Soune heire ap- 
pernat to the Kingvorne, E 


+ os Penelope 
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Penelope hauing ended her tale the old Nurſe greatly come 

mended the diſcourſe,and becauſe ſhe would be pleaſant at the 
parting blowe, knowing that 1\ſmena was a quick wench of her 
tongue, told her that this tale was a god pꝛeſident fo her to di⸗ 
rect her courſe, ſeeing ſilence was ſo pꝛoſttable. Tuſb(quoth If: 
mena) feare not pou Madame? fo when J haue ſuch a pꝛoffer 
as a Crowne, J will gaze ſo faſt at that, that J will foꝛget my 
pꝛattle:but in faith my lippes are to courſe fo2 ſuch Lettice, and 
ſo hye hangs the Grapes that the Foxe will eatenone , Mell 
Madame, J knowe pour meaning, but foz all the cracke my pe⸗ 
ney may be god ſiluer, ith ſilence is a vertue amongſt women: 
but pet I ſee no reaſon of neceſſitie , ſeeing nature hath bene fo 
niggardly in that fauour , It may ſeeme (quoth the Nurſe)thac 
thehath bene rather to pzodigali,fo2 thy tongue wants no met⸗ 
tall. As thus they were about to part with theſe merrie quips, a 
meſſenget came haſteiy ruſping in, who tolde Penelope that V- 
liſſes was arrpued that night withm the pozt of Ithaca: This 
' odd ſo amazed them all wich ſodaine ioye, that leauing the end 
leſle Web , Penelope calledfo2 her Sonne, and that night ſent 


bim poſt to the Sea where what newes he heard of his father A 

kno we not. But thus abꝛuptiy this night was the diſcourſe bao⸗ 

vou to the Paraphzaſe , which ſhoztly ſþalbe ſet out vppon Ho- 
mers Odiſſea: till when let vs leaue Penelope attending the re« 
turne either ol her hul band, her ſonne, oz ol bot. 
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